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COMMITTEES - 2023-2025 

AUDIT 
Michael Botello - Chair Ann
Morse 

BUDGET PLANNING 
Sandra Neal - Chair 
Jennifer Schimpf 
Jon Rentschler 
Don Mersiovsky 

CORPORATE AND CLUB RULES

Tony Bell - Chair 
Philip Lisle 
Mike Sutton 

ELECTION 
Mike Sutton - Chair 
Lori Ann Winston 
Tony Bell 
EQUIPMENT 
Jeff Tondre - Chair 
Gary Sparks 
Bob McBee 
David Krauskopf 
Cliff DeSautell 
Don Mersiovsky - Advisor 

HISTORICAL 
Larry Lagut - Chair 
PROMOTION 
Griff Harris - Chair 
Debbie Harris 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 

ff

NEWSLETTER 
Kendall Lisle Editor
Amy Mersiovsky
Amber Tondre Sec
Gay Sparks Treas 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Tony Bell - Chair 

SUB-SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
STATE SHOW 
Mallary Goldman - Chair
Amy Meza
Justin Meza 

SCHOLARSHIP RULE 
Loyd Morgan, Jr. - Chair 
Kenny McCracken 
Beth Manglberger-Hughes 
Leanna Herzog 
Maye Sutton 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
Amy Mersiovsky - Chair 
Katie Lisle 
Shelly Franklin 
Karen Morgan 
Kathy Moerbe 
VIDEO 
Larry Lagut - Chair 
Amber Tondre 

WAYS/MEANS 
Trey King - Chair 
Joanna Wills 
Kaitlynn Keil 
Happy Carver 
Gordon Carver 
David Weaver 

YOUTH ADVISORS/ STATE
SHOW YOUTH 
Jennifer Shimpf - Chair
Amie Klaus 
Suzanne Hemsath 
Jennifer Hubbard 
Katie Finch
 Angela Bolton
 
STATE SHOW COMMITTEE
Teresa DeSautell - Chair
John Terry 
Amber Tondre
Gay Sparks 
Jeff Tondre 
Don Mersiovsky 

ARTS/CRAFTS STATE SHOW 
Robin Short - Co-Chair
Jennifer Sain - Co-Chair 

Gri   Harris - Chair 
Debbie Harris 
John Terry 
Sheila Keefer 
Harold Bairrington 

COMMITTEES ARE CURRENTLY EXPIRED AND
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REPLACEMENT. COMMITTEE 
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SPRING OF ODD-NUMBERED YEARS.
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CONTACT THE PRESIDENT TO

EXPRESS 
YOUR INTEREST. 



H



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

President Jeff Tondre

President's Message  
I hope many of our members are in the final stages of planning for Convention this

November. While the late date may feel unusual, it just might reward us with cooler weather
—perfect for coats to finish out and give us an even better showing. Attending my first

Convention opened my eyes to just how big the rabbit show world really is. If  you’ve never
been, I can’t recommend it enough. Go Team Texas—we’ll be cheering for you to bring
home some big youth contest wins! And if  you’ve ever dreamed of bringing Convention

back to Texas, let’s talk. It takes a large team of volunteers working hard over many years to
pull off  an event of that scale, and every helping hand matters.

I also want to thank everyone who attended the recent Cajuns & Cowboys show. I was very
sorry to miss it following the passing of my mom earlier that week. From what I’ve heard, it
was a great event overall. The main challenge seemed to be the limited space in the “little”
barn. Due to facility rules, the larger Mob Cobb building wasn’t available this year, but the

Board has discussed that we’ll reserve it if  it becomes an option again.
Space is often our biggest hurdle at shows. Large “camps” formed with rings of chairs and

hopping pens can eat up valuable floor space, leaving wide empty centers. While a few
venues can accommodate that, most cannot. Please be mindful of your fellow exhibitors—
especially on Friday evenings when more people are arriving. I’ve occasionally had to make
announcements (and later adjustments) to help fit everyone in. Your cooperation makes the

experience better for all.
Looking ahead:

Breeder of the Year and Youth Breeder of the Year nominations are due by the end of
this year.

Youth Scholarship applications are due February 1st.
Youth Royalty applications will follow soon after.

The Board is busy planning upcoming TRBA events:
TRBA Fall Show – Killeen, December 5–6, 2025
Annual State Show – Belton, March 20–22, 2026

In the meantime, I encourage everyone to support your local club shows—they are truly the
backbone of our hobby.

Until next time,
Jeff  Tondre



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Vice President- John Terry 

First day of fall and it is still hot in Texas. Don’t know who made the decision to place
fall in the middle of September but it is not fall yet. 

Shows trends are looking good with the number of rabbits being exhibited at local
shows to start the season. County shows are also beginning. Remember that a lot of

new members come from local county shows. Good advice and selling good rabbits is
how we plant the seed of our rabbit hobbyist newcomer. The kids are our future. You

got to help them grow.  

There are a lot of people gearing up for the convention. Lots of fun and excitement to
see how their animals do, or maybe to get a new animal. Whatever your reason to go,

remember it takes years of planning to put this size of show on for us. Be respectful and
keep an open mind if  and when you ask to do something. It takes a lot of hands on

deck to do it. So come with a smile and patience. It's just a rabbit show. Hope your nest
boxes are full for the upcoming National. And travel safe from all the rabbit adventures.

   

JT 

http://patience.it/


T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Secretary- - Katie Finch

Howdy Folks!
   We are heading into a whirl-wind fall lineup! I know my crew will be traveling quite a bit in the

next 7-9 weeks (between judging, convention, secretary work, and another workshop in
Gatesville - I'm booked!). Not to mention that pesky "real job" that pays the bills...

   I'm sure we are all in mid-preparation for Convention, praying coats come in and the fur-
confetti ceases! Since this newsletter will come out right before, I figured I would include a few
tips for those of use who may be first timers! Order (AND READ!) the catalog! It will have all

the details about coop decor, time schedules, rules, meetings, contests, and extra tidbits that will
be a lifesaver come travel time. You do not *have* to have the physical copy - the digital is more
handy in my experience. Plan your travel so you have some breaks along the way; rabbits tend to
not eat/drink while on the road. Our family typically arrives on Thursday so the "crazy" builds

around the rabbits as folks arrive (rather than plopping them into chaos after a huge drive).
   Convention does supply feed - but just in case they run low (or you feed something not-as-

common), do bring your own. Whether you choose to feed yours or the supplied bags is up to
you when you get there, but at least you'll know 100% your feed is available. Don't change up

treats/conditioner right before you go ~ if  your bunnies are finished, keep them on their
regimen! As entry deadline approaches, do know you will be able to make some changes, but not

extreme ones (breed changes can't happen after entry and as we get closer, only ear tattoo
changes will be allowed). As you load in, take your time. Prep each cage first before trying to put
animals in then setting up the cage. It's much easier to put the rabbit in a prepared 'home' than it
is to try to arrange furniture around them. Remember to clean your cages frequently - if  we can

work together with cage hygiene, it will help keep the smell in the building at a minimum. For
cleaning, my family uses hand brooms, an inexpensive trash bin from Dollar Tree, and a single

hole carrier to keep buns in while cleaning is in progress. Although sometimes things can be
stressful (usually caused by self-induced time limits), remember you're there for FUN! Volunteer

where you can, enjoy your time, and make wise decisions - we want everyone back in Texas
100% healthy! (This is your reminder to pack [and use!!!] hand sanitizer!).

   



   For our youth - GOOD LUCK!!!! Remember your team activities come first in the schedule -
if  you're scheduled for 2 things at the same time, team takes priority - they are good about
adjusting as needed! Remember to pack some "professional" attire for royalty interviews!

Remember this is fun and although you may feel stressed - those evaluating you WANT YOU
TO SUCCEED! The judges aren't scary! Review your initial applications so you can remember
what you wrote. Relax, smile, make eye contact, and give a firm handshake! If  you're not doing

royalty - do your best on your contests - that's all anyone can ask!
  I'm sure I'll be seeing most folks throughout the fall - excited for a great show season!

Katie



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Treasurer- Gay Sparks

Hello to All,
If  you haven’t realized by now that convention is just around the corner, then you must be living under
a rock. Our show season is in full swing and numbers are looking good. The Cajuns & Cowboys show
in Longview was a great show. We had a wonderful crew from both clubs and everything went well.
Thank you to Joel Petrus and is crew for all their help. Behind the scenes, there were some hiccups

with judge flights but our wonderful travel agent, Amy
Mersiovsky, handled it like a champ. We had some last minute cancellations that created a small
problem and Katie had to jump in and judge at the last minute. Angela Bolton was a trouper for

stepping in and helping out in the office. Our TRBA Youth Show Committee really did a fabulous job
of assisting with all the different duties. These youth kids are awesome and we are blessed to have them

in our organization.
The 2 nd Quarter Financials are included in this issue. Yes, it looks bad from this stand point, but you
have to understand that State Show falls in two different quarters so you aren’t seeing whole picture.

There will be complete reports later for all the membership to review.
Please remember when you attend a show that all of the people hosting the shows are all volunteers.
They are not paid employees and are doing the best they can to provide you with an outlet to show
your animal and enjoy time with your friends. Approach them with a smile and understanding, you
will get way more done this way than a confrontational approach. You are never aware of what has

taken place prior to the show and how much pressure they are under to see that the show is a success.
Just be nice. Most things can be fixed with just a few keystrokes and all is good. I have seen my fair

share of ugliness through the years and I do think it is getting out of control. Curb your attitude at the
door and have a good time. Life is short and time with friends is precious. Pray for those who have lost
loved ones or are going through difficult times. Pray for our troops that protect our country and keep

us safe.
See ya,

Gay



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Amy Mersiovsky

Fall is here! Well, at least by the calendar. I am sure we will have many more warm
days between now and the convention.

Thank you to everyone who attended, helped, and exhibited at the Cajuns &amp;
Cowboys

show over the Labor Day weekend. Even though we were in the smaller building, the
flow was good, and everyone could be comfortable. Please make plans to participate in

the TRBA Fall Show in December. This show will be held in Killeen.
High School Seniors and current college students, do not forget that the 2026 TRBA

scholarship applications are due on February 1. Please see the TRBA website for
more information.

We have some very dedicated TRBA members who are ill or recovering from illnesses.
Please remember them in your prayers.



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Kayla Strain

We’re Back Together Again!
It’s so good to be back together! The temperatures will (hopefully) start to cool off  soon,

and we have shows scheduled a couple of times each month—what more could we ask
for? Many of our youth are already looking forward to Tx State Fair in October and

CONVENTION in November, while I’m personally excited about county and major stock
shows. Those county shows feel like returning to our roots, since that’s where many of

us got our start.
Of course, county shows also bring challenges. Too often, we see youth arriving with

rabbits that shouldn’t be on the show table—mixed breeds, animals with
disqualifications, or stock that should have been culled but was sold as “good for a 4-H

project.” The disappointment on the faces of those youth, and the frustration of parents
who thought they were purchasing quality animals, is hard to watch. Most of all, it’s

disheartening to see new families misled by sellers who take advantage of their
inexperience and enthusiasm.

As a rabbit community, we are working to change that story. We face real challenges
from backyard breeders offering rabbits cheaply and unethically, but we also see so
much good happening. I’m encouraged by the fall workshops and expos that are

helping to place excellent rabbits in the hands of new exhibitors, giving them the strong
start they deserve. I’m grateful for the breeders who refer families to us, and I make it a
priority to connect new youth with reputable breeders I’ve met at shows. When we share
reliable breeder contacts widely and support each other, we strengthen the future of our

industry.



And when kids do come to county shows with rabbits that aren’t competitive, our role is
to meet them with encouragement. Even if  we can’t provide them with a winning rabbit,
we can offer information, resources, and connections. What matters most is that these

families feel welcomed and supported so they stay engaged, rather than leaving the
rabbit project behind after one discouraging experience.

We may not be able to mentor every single youth, but we can all make a greater impact
by working together, sharing resources, and extending support. If  we focus on building
more positive first experiences, we can help ensure that tomorrow’s rabbit breeders and
exhibitors remain excited, motivated, and proud to be part of our community. That’s a

goal worth striving toward this season—and beyond.



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Hugh Bolton 

Thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the Cajuns and Cowboys
show! Our next TRBA show will be the Fall show in Kileen. Between now and then is

a “little show” in Indianapolis! Just in case you are confused I am referring to the
ARBA National Convention. If  you are attending, I wish safe travels, healthy

competition and good fun to you. Be sure to bring some empty holes so you can bring
home that new addition to your barn. To the youth that are attending be sure and

study hard before you go. Also be sure and support the other Texas teams giving them
encouragement as you all progress through the competition. Another important part is

to demonstrate good sportsmanship win or loose be proud of your efforts and
respectful to those you competed against. We are proud of all of the youth that will be

representing Texas in the youth competition and are looking forward to seeing how
you did!

Hugh



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Leanna Herzog 

Director- Eric Breanna - “EB”

What an exciting time of the year! Cooler weather is hopefully going to be
moving in soon! Today is supposed to get to 96 degrees...ugh!  

Convention is right around the corner. Be checking out all the rabbits and cavies
in your barns to pick out the very best ones to represent Texas.  

Texas youth have been working hard. There is tough competition out there in
the other states, but Texas kids work harder! As I look over the list of kids

entered in the contests, I am amazed at all the great kids. Most have grown up in
the hobby and it has been an honor to watch them grow and become fantastic

young adults. They will make Texas proud!

Safe travels for all those attending convention! I will see y'all there.  

Hi yall,
With summer cooling being the forefront of my concerns the last 3 months, I do not
have a lot of news to report. I was unable to attend the Cajuns and Cowboys season
kickoff show but understand that it went well. Our next show will be our fall show
in December. I hope you all will be able to attend. In the meantime, we have some

nice shows in the area. I will be heading to Hereford on October 10th to show
Checkered Giants with some of our neighbors from New Mexico. It is a bit of a
drive, but it is a well run show and for me it is good to have the extra competition

and good times with friends.
May the force be with you, Director, Eric Brennan, aka EB



S C H O L A R S H I P  T I M E !
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TEXAS RBA SWEEPS
S T A T U S  F O L L O W - U P  F O R M

T Y P E  I N F O R M A T I O N

T E X A S  R B A  M E M B E R S H I P  S T A T U S

I D E N T I F Y I N G  T H E  D I S C R E P A N C I E S

DIVISION

DATE JOINED

CAVY

RABBIT

SHOWS ATTENDED
List the shows attended that you believe should be included in the points. Note that clubs have 30 days to finalize reports.
The sweepstakes chair cannot process reports that are not yet received. Each standings update lists the shows that the
sweeps chair has received and which shows are missing. The club must have sanctioned the show with TRBA to be included.
Verification of show sanction status will be performed. Please identify Date, Club, & Location.

TOTAL POINTS
State thepointstotalthat

you have calculated.
 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Please verify you are a current member of Texas Rabbit Breeders Association. Previous points are forfeited if you do not
renew within the 30 day grace period. Membership is managed by the TRBA Secretary. 

SPECIES

OPEN

YOUTH

BREED(S)

INSTRUCTIONS
To have your sweepstakes standingsreviewed,please fill out the following form.

Completed forms can be left in the TRBA Sweepstakes Standings Binder or emailed to Sweeps@TRBA.Net.

 

EXPIRATION DATE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Please identify any other pertinentinformationthatwillassistin resolving the discrepancy. 

Email 

Exhibitor Name


