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President’s Message – Texas Rabbit Breeders Association

As we look ahead, I’m excited about the continued momentum within the Texas
Rabbit Breeders Association and the opportunities in front of us this coming year. We

have a strong lineup of shows ahead and encourage everyone to make plans to
participate. Our upcoming schedule includes Labor Day Weekend in Longview, the
first weekend in December in Killeen, and a return to Belton the third weekend in

March. These events continue to build on the strength of our association, and we are
always looking for ways to make each show better than the last.

With that, I want to take a moment to reflect on our recent State Show. The weekend
was a great success and a strong reminder of what we can accomplish when our

membership comes together with a shared purpose.

Events of this scale require a tremendous amount of coordination and volunteer
effort. It truly takes a team, and I want to recognize those who played key roles in

making the weekend run smoothly.

A special thank you to Jennifer Schimpf and her dedicated crew for organizing the
youth rabbit judging contests, which included over 80 participants. That level of

engagement from our youth is encouraging for the future of our industry.
Congratulations to all of the contest winners.

Mallory McBee, Justin Meza, and Amy Meza did an outstanding job with the raffle.
The effort to gather items and rabbits and put together such a successful fundraiser

did not go unnoticed.

Thank you to Robin Short and Jennifer Sain for coordinating the arts and crafts
competition. This continues to be a meaningful and enjoyable part of the weekend for

many participants.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

President Jeff Tondre



We also appreciate Petrus Feed, along with Joel, Jane, and their crew, for providing
Saturday’s meal. The jambalaya and chicken tenders were well received and added to

the overall experience.

Our annual meeting was productive, and I would encourage more members to attend
in the future. Your participation helps shape the direction of the association. I would

also like to welcome our new Board members—Amanda Jones, Adam Little, and
Emily Savage—and thank them for their willingness to serve.

On behalf  of the entire association, I want to recognize Gay Sparks for more than 15
years of dedicated service as Treasurer. Her commitment and contributions have had

a lasting impact on TRBA.

The banquet was a highlight of the weekend and took place at the conclusion of the
second day of the show. Thank you to Griffin Harrah for serving as our guest

announcer and helping make the evening memorable.

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients—Decara Hemsath, Krystal Tondre, and
Wyatt Herzog. We are proud to support these young individuals as they continue their

education.

Please also join me in congratulating Noah Finch, our 2025 Youth Breeder of the
Year. Amber and I are honored to have been named Open Breeders of the Year, and

we sincerely appreciate that recognition.

Finally, thank you to Katie for the extra effort in working through the implementation
of a new show program. Transitions like that take additional time and attention, and

her work made a difference.

We appreciate everyone who helped make this weekend a success. If  I missed anyone,
please accept my apologies and feel free to recognize them. As we move forward, we
welcome feedback and continued involvement as we work to improve each event and
build an even stronger association. We look forward to seeing you at the next show.



As I am writing this our annual Texas State convention has wrapped up. It was a great time
for everyone in attendance. Quality judges and lots of help putting this show on is what it is
all about. Judges conference on Friday early till Sunday afternoon it all went by fast. This is

a show that takes a lot of man power to put on and pull off. Thank you to all those who
help in any way. You know who you are ! Sad to hear Gay is stepping down as treasurer.

Those will be some very big shoes to fill. Thank you for all your contribution to the club for
all the years. Congratulations to the well deserving breeders of the year recipients open and

youth. Y'all came a far young grasshopper!

  Now that the state show is done we turn our attention to the 3 national shows that are in
April. Netherland dwarfs, satin, mini satin and mini Rex will be hosted in Texas. We know

y'all will do a great job putting on a Texas fun show. Please help in whatever way you
can.   

We have three new board members. Please reach out to any of us if you need help with an
issue. Make sure to put the Labor Day show in longview on your calendar. Good luck at

your breed nationals and bring back the hard wear back to Texas!   

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Vice President- John Terry 



No report at this time

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Secretary- - Katie Finch



TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Hello to All,
Well this is my last article as your treasurer. For those of you haven’t heard, I didn’t submit a

petition for the position and I have stepped away from the board. This wasn’t an easy decision for
me and one that I have been thinking about for a year. I had reservations about serving another

term and some after somethings transpired, I made a final decision in Jan. In 2010, I was asked to
take the treasurer position when TRBA was in a transition period. We had some rough years and at

times I felt like there was no way out,
but we made it. It has been a wild ride and I feel confident that the financial status of the

organization is in very stable condition. TRBA has made great strides and improvements for the
membership and I hope it continues in a positive direction. TRBA has come a long way since our

family joined almost 33 years ago. I have served with some wonderful people and had a blast. I got
to thinking and I have been on every committee except the

membership committee. There were a lot of people that had the insight to take the club forward and
make the improvements that we needed. TRBA became a family to me and my family and I

wouldn’t trade the memories for anything. The final year end reports are in this issue. Please review
them. There was some concern that we would be in the red for the year but that is not true. Our

overall profit was down from last year but we still had
a net of over $7100 and that is a good number.

Congratulations to all the winners at State Show. This is the premier show of the year and it is
always fun. I had a good dinner with some of the judges and had a chance to enjoy the night. I will
admit that it was bittersweet leaving on Sunday but I have made my decision and I am good with it.

Please pray for those that have lost loved ones and for our troops who protect us every day.
This is not a final good bye but a See Ya,

Gay

Treasurer- Gay Sparks



The State Show was a well-attended event. Many beautiful animals were
exhibited and judged by outstanding judges. Once again, most of our judges

were amazed with our youth participation. We do have some big changes
coming to our organization. We should all wish Gay a huge thank you for her
years of service as our treasurer. Change is always a challenge, but we should
look at it as an opportunity. Our organization is large and strong. I am sure

there are many members who are qualified for this position.

We also have a group exploring bidding for a national convention. I have been
involved in both of the two recent conventions. The first convention was busy

but enjoyable because our members bought in. The second convention was
incredibly difficult because we did not have that bye in. Less than 20 people put
that convention on. We should never allow that to happen again. There is a job
for everyone. Whether it is sorting comment cards or setting up coops, we need

you! Look for more information coming soon!

It looks like we are going to have a hot, dry, and miserable summer ahead.
Please be planning to keep your rabbits safe from the heat and potential fires.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Amy Mersiovsky



Hi everyone! My name is Emily Savage, and I primarily show Mini Satins. I
currently serve on the Texas Satins Board of Directors, and I am so excited to

continue encouraging and growing this hobby, especially among our youth, who
truly are the future of our industry. I hope everyone had a great time at the

State Show! I always enjoy getting to show my rabbits, but more than anything,
I love getting to see all of my friends. The people are what make rabbit showing
so much fun and worthwhile. For those of you traveling to your national shows,
best of luck! We will be cheering you on. Be sure to update us on Facebook so
we can follow along with your success. And if you are staying closer to home, I

hope your nest boxes are full and you are gearing up for a strong fall show
season.

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Emily Savage



Hello fellow rabbit peeps! My name is Adam Little and I am grateful to be one
of your newly appointed TRBA directors. I along with my wife Heather have

had the privilege for about 15 years being the rabbit support team for our
daughter Tabytha. Over the years I have seen rabbit exhibitors come and go but
am very encouraged with the numbers for the 2026 TRBA State show weekend.

I know how hard it is to pull off a smooth rabbit show and this was about a
smooth as they can get! As I walked around I heard many people saying just

how wonderful the state show has been. I look forward to meeting fellow rabbit
enthusiasts and encourage you to get involved with the upcoming shows/events

planned! 

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Director- Adam Little



I am excited to be serving for my first time on the TRBA board! This great
organization has been a major part of our rabbit journey since we started 7 years ago. For those who
may not know my family, let me introduce us. I raised rabbits in Kentucky as a teenager but sold out

when I went to college. When my oldest son turned five, we decided to start back in as a family activity
and we have been involved ever since. My two oldest sons both raise their own breeds and actively

participate in TRBA and ARBA youth contests. As a family, we raise and show Silvers. We recently
attended and participated in the state show and TRBA youth contests. I wish to extend my

congratulations to all winners and participants. Texas has some amazing youth! We should all extend a
very special thanks to Jennifer Schimpf for running the competitions. She is one of the most organized

people I have ever met, and we are blessed in Texas to have her supporting our kids with so much effort
and dedication. I am excited to see how our kids do in Reno this fall at the ARBA Convention.

Many who know me are aware that I am an ER veterinarian. I try to keep up to
date with relevant rabbit herd medicine. So, for this report, I would like to update TX breeders about

our current state with Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2 (RHDV- 2). For those who may not be
aware, RHDV-2 is a virus that is endemic in TX (meaning that it is a permanent fixture in the

environment) that affects domestic and wild rabbits and causes sudden and severe liver failure. Many
rabbits that become infected will die. The virus is hardy and can persist in the environment for a long

time. Due to the virus being endemic, testing is not as common as when the outbreak first started. Texas
Parks and Wildlife will still occasionally test and report suspected outbreaks. This spring we have 2

reported cases by TPWD in the wild rabbits. Brown county in Central TX had wild rabbits test positive
for RHDV-2 in March. Potter County in the Panhandle had a wild rabbit die off in March and TPWD is

reporting that RHDV-2 is suspected but testing was not performed to confirm. Please continue to
practice biosecurity in your rabbitries, RHDV-2 is still present in Texas and can be a threat to your

herds. Control your fly populations, disinfect items that enter your barn, and report any suspicious die
offs to the TX state vet or TPWD.

Good Luck to everyone at their breed Nationals this spring!

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Amanda Jones



These past few months have absolutely flown by! How are we already wrapping up the
2025 show year? I hope this season has been kind to you and your family. And if  it

hasn’t, please know that your rabbit community stands with you. We’re always ready to
circle around our friends with love, support, and prayers. My family has felt that
kindness firsthand recently, and I know many others who have been touched by

challenges this year truly appreciate the outpouring of support from this amazing group.
My daughter and I attended our very first Convention in November, right alongside so
many of you. It was everything I hoped for and so much more—I loved every minute of

it. I’m grateful I got to spend time with our Texas friends and meet new faces from
across the country. And let me just say: the pride I felt watching our youth compete,
shine in contests, and earn some incredible show wins was next-level. “Proud to be

Team Texas” doesn’t even begin to cover it. I saw parents stepping up to help wherever
they were needed. I watched youth encouraging one another, helping exhibitors, and

making new friendships that will likely last far beyond the show tables. I saw TRBA staff
and volunteers guiding kids with patience and heart, even when they were exhausted
themselves. Thank you to every single person who poured time, energy, and love into

making Convention such an unforgettable experience. As we roll into what’s sure to be a
fast and furious 2026 show season, let’s take a moment to remember that not everyone

who started the journey with us is still here. Many families are learning their “new
normal,” and that can be tough. So let’s honor them by holding tight to what makes this

community so special.
Remember: this is a hobby and a passion meant to be shared. Invite in the newcomers.
Encourage the shy ones. Celebrate loudly, support generously, and love big. Make sure

no one leaves the barn without knowing you were happy to see them.
Here’s to 2026—may the bunnies shine on every show table and may the memories be

even better than the ribbons.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Going out director- Kayla Strain



TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

I hope everyone enjoyed the State show and were fortunate to enjoy safe travels. Congratulations
to the Breed winners and Show winners. I would also like to congratulate the Sweepstakes

winners and Youth Contest winners. A BIG congratulations to Noah Finch and Amber and Jeff
Tondre on being awarded the Breeder of the Year titles.

I would like to draw your attention to the TRBA Youth Rabbit Show Committee Application
that is included in this newsletter. This committee is designed to prepare youth members for
future leadership roles by providing hands-on experience in the planning and execution of

TRBA-sponsored rabbit show. In an attempt to avoid any confusion this Committee is not part
of the Scholarship Committee or the Youth Committee that is responsible for educational

competitions.
The TRBA Youth Rabbit Show Committee will consist of six youth members and an Adult
Advisor. The Youth Committee Positions include Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent,

Show Secretary, Assistant Show Secretary, and 2 Office Staff  Positions. Additional youth
members may be appointed as needed to support subcommittees and assist during TRBA-

sponsored shows. Successful applicants will be at minimum 12 years old and a maximum of 19
years old during the duration of the appointed year. Applicants under the minimum age

requirement may be considered for mentorship positions.
The responsibilities of the TRBA Youth Rabbit Show Committee include but are not limited to:

Assisting with setup and teardown of equipment
Securing writers

Securing ramrods when necessary
Entering placements

Preparing and organizing folders
Running folders during shows.

Interested applicants should complete the application and submit it by May 15 .th

Going out director- Hugh Bolton 



Going out director- Leanna Herzog 
No report at this time 

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Going out director- Eric Breanna - “EB”
No report at this time 



TRBA BREEDERS 
OF THE YEAR

Congratulations- Noah
Finch and Jeff, Amber

Tondre



OPEN BREEDER OF THE YEAR
JEFF & AMBER TONDRE 

Amber and I are truly honored to be selected as the Texas Rabbit Breeders Association
Open Breeders of the Year. To be recognized by this group—our peers, fellow

breeders, and friends—means more to us than we can fully put into words.

As we’ve reflected on this recognition, one thing has become very clear to us: this
award is not about having the best rabbits. There are many breeders in this association

producing outstanding animals at a very high level. What this recognition represents, to
us, is something different—it reflects service to TRBA and to the broader rabbit

community.

That mindset is something I learned early through 4-H. The 4-H pledge emphasizes not
just learning and growing, but using those skills to serve others. That lesson has stayed
with me over the years, and it has shaped how Amber and I approach our involvement
in this industry. We have always believed that if you are part of something, you should

look for ways to contribute and make it better.

That message came through clearly during the banquet at the State Show. I asked
everyone in the room to stand, then asked those who had helped with the show to sit

down. What remained was a group of people who still had something to offer. I asked
them to think about what talents they could bring to help move this organization

forward—and made it clear that if they were waiting to be asked, they were being
asked.

That moment was not planned with this recognition in mind, but in hindsight, it aligns
closely with what this award represents. Strong organizations are not built by a few

individuals—they are built by many people stepping forward, contributing where they
can, and taking ownership in the outcome.



That moment was not planned with this recognition in mind, but in hindsight, it aligns
closely with what this award represents. Strong organizations are not built by a few

individuals—they are built by many people stepping forward, contributing where they
can, and taking ownership in the outcome.

We have been fortunate to be part of a community that is willing to share knowledge,
lend a hand, and support one another. Along the way, many people have helped us grow

—not just as breeders, but as participants in something larger than ourselves. For that, we
are grateful.

Our family has also been a central part of this journey. What started as an interest has
grown into something that has shaped our time, our relationships, and our perspective.

The rabbit community has given us far more than we could ever give back.

We also recognize the importance of the next generation. Seeing youth get involved,
learn, and develop their own path in this industry is one of the most rewarding parts of
what we do. Congratulations to Noah Finch, who was recognized alongside us as the

2025 Youth Breeder of the Year. That recognition reflects the strength of the next
generation and the future of our association. Investing time in others—especially youth—

is one of the most meaningful ways we can contribute.

We are appreciative of this recognition, but we also see it as a reminder of the
responsibility that comes with it. We will continue to look for ways to support TRBA,

contribute where needed, and encourage others to get involved.

Thank you again to the Texas Rabbit Breeders Association for this honor. We are proud
to be part of this organization and this community.

Jeff and Amber Tondre



YOUTH BREEDER OF THE YEAR
NOAH FINCH 

When I first began this journey seven years ago, I never imagined I would be
nominated—let alone receive such an honor as Youth Breeder of the Year.

This recognition represents years of hard work, continuous learning, and growth.
It reflects the times I stepped outside my comfort zone, took on leadership roles at

shows, at workshops, and looked for ways to support others in the rabbit
community.

I am truly honored to receive this award and look forward to continuing this
recognition to another deserving individual next year.

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to those I was not able to
acknowledge over the microphone. In particular, I would like to thank Jennifer
Schimpf and the Hubbard family for their guidance, encouragement, and for
continually pushing me to improve. I am also grateful to the Terry family for

providing access to exceptional show and brood stock, as well as for their
mentorship and dedication to teaching me more about my breed



STATE SHOW BIS WINNERS

Open
Best in Show 

White New Zealand
Loyd & Karen Morgan 

Youth
Best in Show 

Black Otter
Netherland Dwarf

Peyton Head 



STATE SHOW BIS OPEN
WINNER -  LOYD &
KAREN MORGAN

Add Reflections of the Rabbit Ranch Bus Driver
“Only in the rabbit world.” I say that a lot. Nowhere else do you find this unique blend of family, fun,

friendly competition, and people who will give you the shirt off their back, their only precious few
free hours on a weekend, or their kind words and encouragement on your hardest days. These are the
people my mom can call when we are out of town and a rabbit is loose in the barn (thank you, Don

Mersiovsky), and that rally the posse when you lock your keys in your truck at the show (thank you,
Susan and David Krauskopf). Together, Loyd and I have been part of this incredible family for forty
years, and Loyd himself started nearly fifty years ago as a skinny high school freshman alongside his

dad.
When we were asked to share a few thoughts about this year’s state show, I wasn’t sure how to

respond. One question that was asked was what does it take to raise a winning rabbit. That’s a big
one. It may seem like we’re suddenly having a great run—and we are—but I believe it’s also the

result of decades of hard work and dedication finally paying off. Even so, there are plenty of shows
where the success just isn’t there. And still, we show up—because these shows feel more like family

reunions than competitions.
I’ve long considered myself the “bus driver” on this journey, so I’m not sure I’m the best one to

speak on success. After all, I married into this menagerie. I’m the one making sure we have chairs
and snacks, and that entries are submitted on time. At home, I feed the rabbits if Loyd is away and
check on the “crazy mamas” to be sure all the kits are safe in the box. I bred my first rabbit only
about five years ago when Loyd was working out of town during the week. So when it comes to

raising a winning rabbit, I can only share what I’ve observed.
If you can’t find Loyd these days, now that he’s retired, he’s either in the barn or in the garden. To

someone outside this hobby, it might look like work. But for him, the barn is his happy place. I suspect
that success comes from spending countless hours with the rabbits—analyzing, documenting,

experimenting, networking, and connecting with others. Loyd would tell you to start with quality stock,
breed with purpose, avoid overbreeding or overshowing, and stay consistent with your feed. And hope

that the stars are aligned. I would add this: surround yourself with people who challenge you to be better.
In our New Zealand family, that challenge is always present. It began with one of Loyd’s mentors, Guy

Leger, and continued with great breeders like Paul and Sue Borden, David Mangione, and Dave Cardinal.
Among today’s Texas breeders, you never know who will take top honors—but you can often bet the top

four rabbits in a class will represent four different breeders.



Another question we were asked was what does it mean to win at the state show. Oh my goodness
—there are hardly words. Last year was truly unprecedented for us with TRBA, both in the spring
and fall shows. This year, we were simply grateful to be there and tried to keep our expectations in
check. Winning again felt like too much to hope for—and truthfully, we don’t want to get voted off

the island. This is family, after all.
I’ve come to appreciate the anticipation during Best in Show judging. I’ve also learned to move to
the end of the table. Being too short to see over the coops doesn’t help! Jennifer Schimpf likes to

tease me because BIS judging doubles as Breed ID practice for me—I always second-guess
myself. Standing back also helps me keep things in perspective.

It’s fascinating to watch the judge’s process. Do they close the coop after examining a rabbit, or
leave it open for a second look? What did that glance mean? And then there’s that moment when

your rabbit decides it’s had enough—fidgeting, refusing to pose—and you just hope it doesn’t
break a tooth before it’s all over.

Best in Show is elusive and special—something hard to define, certainly subjective, and easy to
lose by the smallest margin. It’s a moment in time, yet one that becomes part of history. It’s a

celebration, a chance to be grateful, and a reminder that any one of those Best of Breed rabbits
could hop into the spotlight. 

One of my favorite memories from this year was captured in Sunday’s Best in Show. Amy
Mersiovsky called us the “Rabbit Queens,” since we were all women—and that made it even more
special. But what stood out most to me was the diversity within our rabbit family. Judge Lauralee
Erbe, assisted by our friend Bart from Thailand, and the top three selections: Jennifer Schimpf’s

Havana, Roni Nail’s English Lop, and our New Zealand. Family, friends—and yes, maybe even a
few Rabbit Queens.

You go, girls!



STATE SHOW BIS
YOUTH WINNER -
PEYTON HEAD

Hi, my name is Peyton Head and I was honored to win Best in Show in all 3 shows last weekend at
the TRBA State Show. Show A was won with my Chestnut Sr. Buck, Sweet P's Snack Attack and

Shows B and C were won by my Otter Sr. Doe, Sweet P's All Gas. I love both of these animals and
was so glad the judges also liked them too.

The State Show is always fun and busy with Youth Contests, playing with my friends, writing for
judges, and showing my rabbits. I have been blessed to win Best in Show at the Saturday State show
for the 3rd year in a row all with rabbits that I bred in my barn. My doe this year, Sweet P's All Gas,

has had a successful show career winning BOB at the ARBA Convention, several Best in Show
Awards and also winning Best of Breed at Houston Stock Show. I'm excited to see if she holds for the
ANDRC National in Witchita Falls next month. Good luck to all my fellow exhibitors as they prepare

for their own breed Nationals in the next couple months. See everyone in Wichita Falls, Texas! 
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TRBA Treasurer Position – Call for Candidates
The Texas Rabbit Breeders Association is seeking a qualified candidate to serve as Treasurer.

This is a key leadership role responsible for managing the financial operations of the
Association and supporting the Board in maintaining strong financial oversight.

After more than 15 years of service, Gay has chosen not to seek reappointment and has
agreed to continue serving in a temporary capacity while a successor is identified. The

Board intends to appoint a new Treasurer following this transition period.
Primary Responsibilities

The Treasurer is responsible for:
Maintaining complete and accurate financial records of the Association 

Collecting and accounting for all monies due to the Association 
Paying obligations as authorized by the Board 

Preparing and presenting financial reports to the Board and membership 
Providing an annual financial report at the Association’s annual meeting 

Maintaining books in a format acceptable to the Board 
Advising the Budget Committee on financial matters 

Filing Tax Reports 
The Treasurer also works with the President and Board on additional financial-related tasks as

needed to support the operation of the Association.
Qualifications

The ideal candidate will:
Be a current TRBA member 

Have financial, bookkeeping, or accounting experience 
Be organized and detail-oriented 

Be able to maintain clear and understandable financial records 
Be responsive in providing regular financial reports to the Board 
Be willing to work collaboratively with the Board and committees 

Additional Requirements
The Treasurer is required to be bonded, with the cost covered by the Association 

The Treasurer receives a stipend of $1,500 annually, paid quarterly 
The Treasurer must maintain records and reporting in accordance with the TRBA Constitution

and By-Laws 
Application Process

Per the Constitution and By-Laws, candidates are typically required to submit a resume outlining
qualifications. As the standard filing period has passed, the Board will accept and review interested

candidates and make an appointment upon identifying a qualified individual.
Closing

This is an important role in supporting the continued success and stability of TRBA. With the
support of the Board and a structured transition, the position is both manageable and impactful.
If you are interested or would like to discuss the position further, please contact Jeff or a member

of the Board.





Interested applicants should complete the application and submit it by May 15 .th

 
TRBA Youth Rabbit Show Committee Application

Applicant Information
Applicant Name:

Date of Birth: ____________________ Age: ____________________
Applicant Email Address:

Applicant Phone Number:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Email Address:

Parent/Guardian Phone Number:

TRBA Membership Information
How long have you been a member of TRBA?

TRBA Membership Expiration Date:

Please list any local, regional, or national all-breed clubs and/or breed specialty clubs of which
you are a member:

Are you currently a member of 4-H and/or FFA?
☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, please list chapter(s):

Committee Interest and Experience
1. Interest in the Committee

Explain why you would like to serve on the TRBA Youth Rabbit Show Committee and how this
opportunity aligns with your goals.

Youth Rabbit Show Committee



2. Committee Roles of Interest
The Youth Rabbit Show Committee includes positions such as Superintendent, Assistant

Superintendent, Show Secretary, Assistant Show Secretary, and Office Staff.
Please list the committee roles or functions in order of interest that you would want to participate in

and explain why:

3. Show Experience
One of the primary responsibilities of the Youth Rabbit Show Committee is to support and operate

the youth portion of TRBA-sponsored shows.
Please describe your experience assisting with rabbit or cavy shows (e.g., setup/teardown, writing,

running folders, check-in, office help, awards):

4. Leadership and Teamwork
Describe any leadership roles or teamwork experiences you have had in clubs, organizations, school,

or community activities.

Mentorship and Commitment Acknowledgment
Please initial each statement to indicate understanding and agreement:

_____ I understand that Youth Rabbit Show Committee appointments are for a term beginning after
the TRBA State Show and ending following the TRBA State Show the next year.

_____ I understand that most positions require a one-year mentorship prior to independently holding
a position, except as outlined in policy.

_____ I understand that I am expected to work cooperatively, act professionally, and follow guidance
from the Adult Advisor and TRBA leadership.

_____ I understand that committee appointments are subject to approval by the adult advisor of the
TRBA Rabbit Youth Show Committee .

Applicant and Parent/Guardian Signatures
Applicant Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________ Date: ____________
 



YOUTH BOB & BOS
WINNERS AT
STATE SHOW

Braylee Wade
BOS Dutch

Desslyn Snead
BOS Lionhead

Desslyn Snead
BOB 

Rhinelander

Taylor Waddell
BOB/BOS 
Mini Rex

Audrey Kilsby
BOS 

Flemish Giant

Skylin Trujillo 
BOB

Palomino



Peyton Head
BOB

Britannia Petite

Peyton Head
BOB/BOS

Netherland 
Dwarf

Emily Williams
BOB

Silver Marten

Taylor Waddell
BOS 

Britannia Petite

Presley Jordan
BOB Satin

Wrenley Sims 
BOS Satin

Decara/Ethan
Hemsath
BOB/BOS
Mini Satin

Peyton Head
BOB

Californian

Parker Cobb
BOB/BOS

Havana



Rhylee Glover
BOB

Holland Lop

Milania 
Pakdimounivong

BOS
Dwarf Hotot

Desslyn Snead 
BOB 

Lionhead

Baylor Seaton
BOB

New Zealand

Corbin Heady 
BOB 

English Lop

Corbin Heady 
BOS 

English Lop

Ellie Moss
BOB/BOS
American 
Chinchilla 

Hannah McCain 
BOB/BOS 

Silver



Ezra Torres
BOB/BOS

Champagne 
d’Argent

Elizabeth Driskill 
BOS

Blue Holicer

John Harris 
Anderson
BOB/BOS

Jersey Wooly

Elizabeth Wells
BOS 
Tan

Nicolas Haag 
BOB

Standard 
Chinchilla 

Logan Larue
BOB/BOS

Argente Brun

Lelan Larue
BOB/BOS

Creme 
d’Argent

Lili Isbell 
BOS

English
Angora



Ezra Torres
BOB/BOS

Champagne 
d’Argent

Presley Jordan 
BOB 

Chelsea Johnson 
BOS 

French Lop

Not Pictured 
BOB Thrianta - Kinlee Daniels 

BOB/BOS Giant Chinchillas - Payten Sparks 
BOB Czech Frosty - Payten Sparks 
BOS Czech Frosty - Kinlee Daniels 

BOB Cinnamon - Payten Sparks

Noah Haag
BOS
Lilac

Elizabeth Wells 
BOB
Tan



2026
TRBA State

Youth Contests Results

Breed ID
Teams

Quiz Bowl
Team

 

Judging Teams
INTERMEDIATE
Russell Jones
Ava Escobar
Abigail Finch

Madalyn Eakin
Alternate: Peyton Head

Alternate: Bryder Buzbee

JUNIOR
Ezra Torres
Sadie Falls

Asa Hoffmann
Taylor Waddell

Alternate: Molly Falls
Alternate: Braylee Wade

SENIOR
Luke Hunt

Abigail Collins
Ashlynn Bradshaw
Lennon Mersiovsky

Alternate: Kadence Strain
Alternate: Helena Blank

INTERMEDIATE
Olivia Marek
Lacey Currie
Peyton Head
Logan LaRue

Alternate: Russell Jones
Alternate: Adalynn Marek

Sadie Falls
Molly Falls

Taylor Waddell
Asa Hoffmann

Alternate: Gracie Weatherby

Alternate:Ezra Torres

SENIOR
Brett Pinkston
Jillian Gardner

Noah Finch
Cole Bolton

Alternate: Mia Stevens
Alternate: Claire Hubbard



2026
TRBA State

Youth Contests Results

Royalty

Test
 

 

Breed ID

 

Showmanship 

 

Judging
INTERMEDIATE

1ST Olivia Marek
2ND Lacey Currie

3RD Kadence Strain

 

Quiz Bowl
 

PRE-JUNIOR
1ST Dylan Sydow
2ND Lacy Lane
3RD Ezra Torres

PRE-JUNIOR
1ST Dylan Sydow
2ND Ezra Torres

3RD Laytan LaRue

INTERMEDIATE
1ST Russell Jones

2ND Amaree Wiebers
3RD AvaEscobar

PRE-JUNIOR JUNIOR
1ST Sadie Falls1ST Ezra Torres

2ND Micah Hoffmann2ND Madalyn Eakin
3RD Dylan Sydow 3RD Peyton Head

INTERMEDIATE 
1ST Russell Jones
2ND Ava Escobar
3RD Abigail Finch

SENIOR
1ST Alena Wiebers
2ND Brett Pinkston
3RD Jillian Gardner

JUNIOR
1ST Molly Falls

2ND Sadie Falls
3RD Peyton Head

SENIOR
1ST Jillian Gardner
2ND Alena Wiebers

3RD Decara Hemsath

JUNIOR
1ST Peyton Head

2NDGracie Weatherby
3RD Taylor Waddell

Lord: Ezra Torres
Prince: Asa Hoffmann

Duke: RussellJones
King: Cole Bolton

PRE-JUNIOR
1ST Ezra Torres

2ND DylanSydow
3RD Micah Hoffmann

JUNIOR
1ST Peyton Head
2ND Sadie Falls

3RD AsaHoffmann

SENIOR
1ST Luke Hunt

2ND Abigail Collins
3RD Ashlynn Bradshaw

CAVY
1STBrett Pinkston
2NDBrody Willis

3RDElizabeth Hamelman

Lady: Dylan Sydow
Princess: Peyton Head

Duchess: Kathleen Bolton
Queen: Jillian Gardner



ROYALTY 
WINNERS

Howdy, my Name is Cole Bolton. Your TRBA King. A little about me. I have been showing
rabbits for about 8 years now. And have made Team Texas for the past 6 of those years. My

Rabbit story starts like many others. I joined the Jr FFA in 3rd grade because I wanted to
show a steer, But that obviously wasn't in the cards for me at the moment so I settled with a

rabbit. It wasn't my first choice but I'm sure glad I chose it. Rabbits have given me an
opportunity to expand on my knowledge and leadership skills. When I got to my freshman
year of high school I took my first ag class. Mrs. Dawson’s Principles of ag. I got to see the
officers at work and knew I wanted to do that. Now as a Jr in High school. I am The V.R.

Eaton FFA Reporter and Area V, District VI Vice President. My goal is to one day become a
Texas FFA state officer. People have assisted me on my journey. From the very beginning

when Mrs. Stockard was teaching me showmanship. To now, where I work under the best of
the best to run shows as smoothly as possible. My journey has been full of pot holes though.
Last year my house flooded and took part of the rabbit barn with it. We had to move out for

about 8 months. But thank God for people like Mrs Penny, a polish breeder around the corner
from me. Her and her husband Rick were gracious enough to let us stay in their guest house
and keep rabbits in her barn. I also lost my most influential mentors. Mrs. Floyd, I learned
everything about how to run a successful show from her. She taught me how to deal with

problems and prevent them from happening in the first place. She touched so many, and was
like another Mom to me. But through it all my family and I pursued. I am studying for my

registrars test, and am on track to take it this summer. Now my Rabbits. I breed Polish,
Silvers, Britannia Piete’s, and have a Californian for the heck of it. I have very limited space
so breeding is slow but I make it work. Thank you mom and dad for driving and payinging.
Thank you to all my mentors for helping me get to the place I'm at now. Thank you Judges
that have taught me the art of rabbit evaluation. Thank yall, to all the people that make this

contest possible. See yall at the Convention!

King - Cole Bolton

Queen -Jillian Gardner
Howdy! I’m Jillian Gardner, and I am honored to be your 2026 TRBA Queen.
Although I haven't been a TRBA member my entire life, the years I have spent

with this organization have been some of my best! I currently raise and show Mini
Lops. Outside of the TRBA, I am an active 4-H member and serve on the 2025-26
Texas 4-H Council. I love teaching others about showing rabbits and am proud to

represent the TRBA in all the organizations I am involved in!  



Duke - Russell Jones

Duchess - Kathleen Bolton
Hi, my name is Kathleen. I am you're TRBA Duchess. I can't believe I got this! I

have so many challenges like dyslexia and dysgraphia. I find it hard to read
sometimes. However, I have really tried hard to not let those things define me. I like

to show rabbits with friends and learn while I do it. Being a part of the rabbit
community is so much better than any other community, it's friendly and supportive.

I can't believe I've made it this far as a youth TRBA member. I look forward
continuing in this hobby we all love and growing in my knowledge in hopes to

become Queen one day. 

P.S. This crown is the girliest thing I've ever worn.

Hello, my name is Russell Jones, and I am 12 years old. Before I begin, I must thank
my mom and Dad, Mr. Don, Mrs. Katie, Ms. Jennifer, Mrs. Amy, and all my friends
and family for all that you do to help support me in my endeavors. To start, when I

was eight years old, I had the privilege of attending and entering the ARBA Royalty
Competition. As my first ever convention, I did better than I expected, finishing First
Runner Up Lord for the United States in 2021! This year’s royalty exam was much
trickier than the last time I competed; however, I wasn’t discouraged because I was

competing at the next level and was ready for the challenge. Even though I have
developed experience raising

and showing Mini Lops, and silvers over the course of eight years, I have never been
so excited before a show! Being the state show, I have been working hard to ensure
that my rabbits could show well at this level. In preparation for this, I brought my
best show stock, almost all home-grown, and I bred my show team specifically for

this show. Despite being busy with homeschooling, I have managed to travel to
many states learning about my rabbits while showing them in a variety of club and

state shows to gain valuable experience. Beyond that, I have spent considerable time
in my barn learning about rabbits, working towards my Master Breeder’s Certificate,
and improving my knowledge of husbandry and what it really means to raise healthy

and happy rabbits.



Princess - Peyton Head

Prince - Asa Hoffman
Hi everyone! My name is Asa Gage Hoffmann and I am from San Antonio, Texas. I live with my

mom, dad, brothers (Micah and Ezra) and sister (Rivkah.) I am 9.5 years old and I have been
raising and showing Mini Rex for 4.5 years. Math and science are my favorite homeschool

subjects, but I also like reading and playing Minecraft. I have played the violin for about 4 years.
I am a member of the American Rabbit Breeder’s Association, the Texas Rabbit Breeder’s

Association (TRBA), the National Mini Rex Rabbit Club, the Alamo Area Rabbit Club, and the
Texas Mini Rex Rabbit Club. At local and state shows, my rabbits have won Best of Breed, Best
Opposite Sex of Breed, as well as Best of Group and Best of Variety. At the TRBA State Show in
March I placed 3rd in Quiz Bowl and I was named the 2026 TRBA Prince, which is the 4th year

in
a row that I have been named royalty. I think it is awesome that so many kids competed in the
contests - Congrats to all! I want to thank my parents and Grandmommio for everything they

have helped me learn about rabbits and cavies (and there is still a lot more to know.) I like
meeting so many new people and making friends. I really hope that I see you at a show, and if

you see me, come say Howdy!

Hi, my name is Peyton Head, and I am 11 years old, and I am thrilled to be selected as the 2025
TRBA Princess. This is my second year to serve the TRBA as princess.

 
I attend Goldthwaite Elementary School and am an honor student in the 6  grade. I have been
showing rabbits and cavies for 5 years. I am a third generation rabbit breeder following in the

footsteps of my grandma, ARBA judge Gail Krall, and my mom, Jessica Head. I currently raise
Netherland Dwarfs, Californians, Britannia Petites, Mini Rex and Mini Satins, but the Netherland
Dwarfs are my favorite! My goal over the next year is to achieve Master Breeder status, and I am

working hard toward breeding more Grand Champion Netherland Dwarfs.

th

 
My involvement in the rabbit hobby has helped me be successful in other activities as well as

teaching me the meaning of hard work and to always be curious and learning. Outside of rabbits, I
enjoy rodeo, livestock judging, softball, basketball, church, and robotics. With so many activities,

time management has been critical to my success. I know through hard work and focus I can
continue reaching my goals!

 
I would like to thank my family for always supporting me in my goals and all the breeders who
have sold me great stock to start in my breeds and give me good advice with special thanks to

Jeremy Collins who sold me my very first pair! I would like to thank Jennifer Schimpf for
chairing the youth committee. I could not do this without the wonderful support of the rabbit

community and TRBA, and it means a lot to me and my family! 



Lady - Dylan Sydow

Lord - Erza Torres
Hello, my name is Ezra Torres, I am 7 years old. I started showing rabbits last year with

my Mini Lops named Floppy and Midnight. When I attended my first show, I came across
a Champagne D’ Argent and loved the color and how unique he was. That was when I
started my journey with D'Argents. I now have nine Champagne D’Argents and two
Creme D’ Argents. I also have a Polish rabbit named Porgie, he is my showmanship

rabbit. My goal is to one day raise all of the Argent breeds, even the Argente St. Hubert. I
hope they become an approved breed in the near future. I enjoy showing my rabbits,

working with them, and participating in all of the youth contests. But when I am not with
my rabbits I also love building cool creations with legos, going hunting, fishing and

camping with my family. I also really love school. My favorite classes are reading and
math, because I have the best teachers! My most recent accomplishments have been

winning my class spelling bee and TRBA Lord. I am so thankful to everyone that has
supported me in my goals, I would not have been able to accomplish such an honor
without them, and I can't wait to attend my first ever ARBA convention with Team

Texas! 

2026 Texas Lady Royalty Winner - Dylan Sydow is an 8-year-old, 3  grade student
at Needville Elementary School and a proud fourth-generation rabbit exhibitor and
breeder. This is her second year showing rabbits, and she is excited to continue the

family tradition. She is actively involved in 4-H. In addition to showing rabbits,
Dylan shows for the Texas Mini Milkers with her miniature dairy goats as well as
at AKC & UKC events with her dogs. She has earned many titles in lure coursing,

obedience and conformation. Dylan is a creative and energetic young lady who
enjoys drawing, singing and dancing. She is active in her church, plays the piano
and loves softball. When she grows up, Dylan hopes to become an art teacher so

she can share her love of creativity with others.

rd



TRBA 
ARTS & CRAFTS

9 AND UNDER AGE GROUP:

1ST PLACE ART: CLAY MUNNS FOR HIS PAINTING TITLED "WONDERFUL WATER:

2ND PLACE ART: CODY MUNNS FOR HER PAINTING OF A MOUNTAIN LAKE

3RD PLACE ART: BRAYLEE WADE FOR THE CHRISTMAS BALLS PASTELS

1ST PLACE CRAFT:  OLIVIA WENLAND FOR HER JACK-A-LOPE CREATIONS

2ND PLACE CRAFT:  XAIRA CANADY FOR HER BEDAZZLED TOTE

3RD PLACE CRAFT:  KAYDEN WHEATLEY FOR HIS DARK HORSE CAMARO

1ST PLACE PHOTO: EZRA TORRES FOR SISTER AND BUNNY PHOTO

2ND PLACE PHOTO: CODY MUNNS FOR HOLIDAY BUNNY PHOTO

3RD PLACE PHOTO: EZRA TORRES FOR PHOTO OF THE GRANT GAZELLE

1ST PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  BRAYLEE WADE FOR INFO ON BUNNIES FAVORITE

TREATS

2ND PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  EZRA TORRES FOR INFO ON CONSERVATION

PRIORITY LIVESTOCK BREEDS

HONORABLE MENTIONS: KASSIE WELLS FOR HER BEADED HEADBAND CRAFT



10 TO 13 AGE GROUP:
1ST PLACE ART:  MILANIA PAKDIMOUNIVONG FOR HER FLOWERS IN COLORED PENCIL

2ND PLACE ART:  TAYLOR WADDELL FOR PAINTED RABBIT
3RD PLACE ART:  GRACIE WEATHERBY FOR HER HALLOWEEN BUNNY PAINTING

1ST PLACE CRAFT:  BRIAH CANADY FOR HER CROCHET DINOSAUR
2ND PLACE CRAFT:  PAYTON HEAD FOR HER TOOLED HORSE AND STOOL COVER

3RD PLACE CRAFT:  JOEY MUNNS FOR THE LARGE CROCHET TURTLE
1ST PLACE PHOTO: ABIGAIL MCGEE FOR WOMAN DANCING IN WHITE DRESS PHOTO

2ND PLACE PHOTO: DAKOTO LINDER FOR BABBLING BROOK PHOTO
3RD PLACE PHOTO: KINSLEY STEWART FOR EASTER NETHERLAND DWARF PHOTO

1ST PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  RYDER BUZBEE ON ROWE NUTRITION FOR RABBITS
2ND PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  BRIAH CANADY ORIGAMI FOR CHARITY PROJECT

3RD PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  MCKENNA RODRIGUEZ ON HER LIGHT UP RABBIT I .D.
HONORABLE MENTIONS:

ART-
GRACIE WEATHERBY- COLORED HORSE

CRAFT-
OLIVIA MAREK - NEEDLEPOINT RABBIT IN FRAME

MILANIA PAKDIMOUIVONG- SNOOPY AND DOGHOUSE
JOEY MUNNS- CROCHET SLOTH WITH STORY

TAYLOR WADDELL - CROSS STITCH BUNNY
PHOTOS-

DAKOTA LINDER- 2 SNUGGLING CATS
KIMBER BROWN- FROG ON A TREE

DAKOTA LINDER- RAINBOW
EDUCATIONAL:

CADE WHITE- LIGHT UP RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP



14 TO 18 AGE GROUP:

1ST PLACE ART:  ABIGAIL COLLINS FOR OIL PASTELS PEACOCK
2ND PLACE ART:  CLAIRE HUBBARD FOR LION KING PENCIL SKETCH OF SCAR

3RD PLACE ART:  CHARLIE BOLING FOR CHARCOAL CALF

1ST PLACE CRAFT:  ASPEN PEEK FOR MOSAIC TILED BUNNIES
2ND PLACE CRAFT:  ELIZABETH WELLS FOR HER LORD'S SUPPER

3RD PLACE CRAFT:  PEYTON SPARKS FOR HER SEWN EGG COLLECTING APRON

1ST PLACE PHOTO: CHEYENNE LINDER FOR LIGHTNING IN THUNDER CLOUD
2ND PLACE PHOTO: EMORIE MONK FOR GIRL IN MOTION ON THE BEACH

3RD PLACE PHOTO: SAMANTHA DUNCAN FOR CHRISTMAS HOTOT

1ST PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  KAYDEN GORDILLO FOR HOPPIN HEROES
2ND PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  N/A
3RD PLACE EDUCATIONAL:  N/A

HONORABLE MENTIONS:

ART:
 CHARLIE BOLING FOR PAINTED HOLLAND LOP

 ELIZABETH WELLS FOR PAINTED BUFFALO ON CANVAS

CRAFT:
 JOHNATHAN HAYS FOR WELDED SCULPTURE

 KAYDEN GORDILLO FOR TRBA SIGN

PHOTO:
 BAYLOR SELLERS FOR BLACK CAT



ADULT - 19 AND OLDER GROUP

1ST PLACE ART:  BRANNON ALVARE FOR PAINTED FLOWERS AND VASE
2ND PLACE ART:  KACI SELLERS FOR PAINTED RABBIT

3RD PLACE ART:  N/A

1ST PLACE CRAFT:  GWENDOLYN GRAY FOR PAINTED RABBIT PLATE
2ND PLACE CRAFT:  BRANNON ALVAREZ FOR BARN ANIMALS ON WOOD

3RD PLACE CRAFT:  HEATHER HARRIS FOR CROCHET AFGHAN

1ST PLACE PHOTO: AMY LINDER FOR GALVESTON BEACH
2ND PLACE PHOTO: MARIANA KEY FOR CARDINAL ON ICY FENCE

3RD PLACE PHOTO: KASSI SELLERS FOR BELT BUCKLE

THERE WERE NO ENTRIES IN EDUCATIONAL FOR ADULT GROUP

HONORABLE MENTIONS:

CRAFT:  TERESSA GREENBURG FOR HER TEXAS JEWELRY SET
 RONI NAIL FOR HER BUNNY MUM

PHOTO: AM LINDER FOR COUNTRY WINDMILL PHOTO







TRBA 
SWEEPSTAKES



























TEXAS RBA SWEEPS
S T A T U S  F O L L O W - U P  F O R M

T Y P E  I N F O R M A T I O N

T E X A S  R B A  M E M B E R S H I P  S T A T U S

I D E N T I F Y I N G  T H E  D I S C R E P A N C I E S

DIVISION

DATE JOINED

CAVY

RABBIT

SHOWS ATTENDED
List the shows attended that you believe should be included in the points. Note that clubs have 30 days to finalize reports.
The sweepstakes chair cannot process reports that are not yet received. Each standings update lists the shows that the
sweeps chair has received and which shows are missing. The club must have sanctioned the show with TRBA to be included.
Verification of show sanction status will be performed. Please identify Date, Club, & Location.

TOTAL POINTS
State thepointstotalthat

you have calculated.
 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Please verify you are a current member of Texas Rabbit Breeders Association. Previous points are forfeited if you do not
renew within the 30 day grace period. Membership is managed by the TRBA Secretary. 

SPECIES

OPEN

YOUTH

BREED(S)

INSTRUCTIONS
To have your sweepstakes standings reviewed, please fill out the following form. Completed forms can be

left in the TRBA Sweepstakes Standings Binder or emailed to Sweeps@TRBA.Net.

 

EXPIRATION DATE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Please identify any other pertinentinformationthatwillassistin resolving the discrepancy. 

Email 

Exhibitor Name



TEXAS
BREEDERS OF THE YEAR

2025 Jeff & Amber Tondre
Noah Finch -Youth


	APRIL 2026
	TEXAS RABBIT BREEDERS ASSOCIATION
	NEWSLETTER
	Newsletter Editor- Kendall Lisle Bridgeport, TX 817-939-6357 trbanews@gmail.com
	Director - Kayla Strain Lake View, TX 325-659-3500 kayla.strain@saisd.org
	Vice President- John Terry  Cameron, TX 254-482-1363 john.terry13101@gmail.com
	Webmaster- Jeff Tondre  LaCoste,TX 210-215-0856 Stondre@yahoo.com
	Secretary - Katie Finch Belton, TX 512-567-1248 leonriverrabbits@gmail.com
	Advisor - Teresa DeSautell  Sudan, TX 806-632-4893 tdesautell@whitefaceschool.net
	Lacoste, TX 210-215-0856 Jstondre@yahoo.com


	COMMITTEES - 2023-2025
	COMMITTEES ARE CURRENTLY EXPIRED AND UNDER REVIEW FOR REAPPOINTMENT OR  REPLACEMENT.
	COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS ARE RENEWED EVERY SPRING OF ODD-NUMBERED YEARS.
	IF YOU HAVE A SPECIAL TALENT OR INTEREST AND WOULD LIKE TO GET INVOLVED, PLEASE  CONTACT THE PRESIDENT TO EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST.

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	President Jeff Tondre

	We also appreciate Petrus Feed, along with Joel, Jane, and their crew, for providing Saturday’s meal. The jambalaya and chicken tenders were well received and added to the overall experience.
	Our annual meeting was productive, and I would encourage more members to attend in the future. Your participation helps shape the direction of the association. I would also like to welcome our new Board members—Amanda Jones, Adam Little, and Emily Savage—and thank them for their willingness to serve.
	On behalf of the entire association, I want to recognize Gay Sparks for more than 15 years of dedicated service as Treasurer. Her commitment and contributions have had a lasting impact on TRBA.
	The banquet was a highlight of the weekend and took place at the conclusion of the second day of the show. Thank you to Griffin Harrah for serving as our guest announcer and helping make the evening memorable.
	Congratulations to our scholarship recipients—Decara Hemsath, Krystal Tondre, and Wyatt Herzog. We are proud to support these young individuals as they continue their education.
	Please also join me in congratulating Noah Finch, our 2025 Youth Breeder of the Year. Amber and I are honored to have been named Open Breeders of the Year, and we sincerely appreciate that recognition.
	Finally, thank you to Katie for the extra effort in working through the implementation of a new show program. Transitions like that take additional time and attention, and her work made a difference.
	We appreciate everyone who helped make this weekend a success. If I missed anyone, please accept my apologies and feel free to recognize them. As we move forward, we welcome feedback and continued involvement as we work to improve each event and build an even stronger association. We look forward to seeing you at the next show.
	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Vice President- John Terry

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Secretary- - Katie Finch

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Treasurer- Gay Sparks

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Director- Amy Mersiovsky

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Director- Emily Savage

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Director- Adam Little

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Director- Amanda Jones

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Going out director- Kayla Strain

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Going out director- Hugh Bolton

	TRBA OFFICER AND DIRECTOR REPORTS
	Going out director- Leanna Herzog
	Going out director- Eric Breanna - “EB”

	TRBA BREEDERS  OF THE YEAR
	OPEN BREEDER OF THE YEAR JEFF & AMBER TONDRE
	That moment was not planned with this recognition in mind, but in hindsight, it aligns closely with what this award represents. Strong organizations are not built by a few individuals—they are built by many people stepping forward, contributing where they can, and taking ownership in the outcome.
	We have been fortunate to be part of a community that is willing to share knowledge, lend a hand, and support one another. Along the way, many people have helped us grow—not just as breeders, but as participants in something larger than ourselves. For that, we are grateful.
	Our family has also been a central part of this journey. What started as an interest has grown into something that has shaped our time, our relationships, and our perspective. The rabbit community has given us far more than we could ever give back.
	We also recognize the importance of the next generation. Seeing youth get involved, learn, and develop their own path in this industry is one of the most rewarding parts of what we do. Congratulations to Noah Finch, who was recognized alongside us as the 2025 Youth Breeder of the Year. That recognition reflects the strength of the next generation and the future of our association. Investing time in others—especially youth—is one of the most meaningful ways we can contribute.
	We are appreciative of this recognition, but we also see it as a reminder of the responsibility that comes with it. We will continue to look for ways to support TRBA, contribute where needed, and encourage others to get involved.
	Thank you again to the Texas Rabbit Breeders Association for this honor. We are proud to be part of this organization and this community.
	Jeff and Amber Tondre
	YOUTH BREEDER OF THE YEAR NOAH FINCH
	STATE SHOW BIS WINNERS
	STATE SHOW BIS OPEN WINNER - LOYD & KAREN MORGAN
	Another question we were asked was what does it mean to win at the state show. Oh my goodness—there are hardly words. Last year was truly unprecedented for us with TRBA, both in the spring and fall shows. This year, we were simply grateful to be there and tried to keep our expectations in check. Winning again felt like too much to hope for—and truthfully, we don’t want to get voted off the island. This is family, after all. I’ve come to appreciate the anticipation during Best in Show judging. I’ve also learned to move to the end of the table. Being too short to see over the coops doesn’t help! Jennifer Schimpf likes to tease me because BIS judging doubles as Breed ID practice for me—I always second-guess myself. Standing back also helps me keep things in perspective. It’s fascinating to watch the judge’s process. Do they close the coop after examining a rabbit, or leave it open for a second look? What did that glance mean? And then there’s that moment when your rabbit decides it’s had enough—fidgeting, refusing to pose—and you just hope it doesn’t break a tooth before it’s all over. Best in Show is elusive and special—something hard to define, certainly subjective, and easy to lose by the smallest margin. It’s a moment in time, yet one that becomes part of history. It’s a celebration, a chance to be grateful, and a reminder that any one of those Best of Breed rabbits could hop into the spotlight.  One of my favorite memories from this year was captured in Sunday’s Best in Show. Amy Mersiovsky called us the “Rabbit Queens,” since we were all women—and that made it even more special. But what stood out most to me was the diversity within our rabbit family. Judge Lauralee Erbe, assisted by our friend Bart from Thailand, and the top three selections: Jennifer Schimpf’s Havana, Roni Nail’s English Lop, and our New Zealand. Family, friends—and yes, maybe even a few Rabbit Queens. You go, girls!
	STATE SHOW BIS YOUTH WINNER - PEYTON HEAD
	TRBA FINANCIALS
	TRBA Treasurer Position – Call for Candidates The Texas Rabbit Breeders Association is seeking a qualified candidate to serve as Treasurer. This is a key leadership role responsible for managing the financial operations of the Association and supporting the Board in maintaining strong financial oversight. After more than 15 years of service, Gay has chosen not to seek reappointment and has agreed to continue serving in a temporary capacity while a successor is identified. The Board intends to appoint a new Treasurer following this transition period. Primary Responsibilities The Treasurer is responsible for:
	Maintaining complete and accurate financial records of the Association
	Collecting and accounting for all monies due to the Association
	Paying obligations as authorized by the Board
	Preparing and presenting financial reports to the Board and membership
	Providing an annual financial report at the Association’s annual meeting
	Maintaining books in a format acceptable to the Board
	Advising the Budget Committee on financial matters
	Filing Tax Reports
	The Treasurer also works with the President and Board on additional financial-related tasks as needed to support the operation of the Association. Qualifications The ideal candidate will:
	Be a current TRBA member
	Have financial, bookkeeping, or accounting experience
	Be organized and detail-oriented
	Be able to maintain clear and understandable financial records
	Be responsive in providing regular financial reports to the Board
	Be willing to work collaboratively with the Board and committees
	Additional Requirements
	The Treasurer is required to be bonded, with the cost covered by the Association
	The Treasurer receives a stipend of $1,500 annually, paid quarterly
	The Treasurer must maintain records and reporting in accordance with the TRBA Constitution and By-Laws
	Application Process Per the Constitution and By-Laws, candidates are typically required to submit a resume outlining qualifications. As the standard filing period has passed, the Board will accept and review interested candidates and make an appointment upon identifying a qualified individual. Closing This is an important role in supporting the continued success and stability of TRBA. With the support of the Board and a structured transition, the position is both manageable and impactful. If you are interested or would like to discuss the position further, please contact Jeff or a member of the Board.
	Youth Rabbit Show Committee
	2. Committee Roles of Interest The Youth Rabbit Show Committee includes positions such as Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Show Secretary, Assistant Show Secretary, and Office Staff. Please list the committee roles or functions in order of interest that you would want to participate in and explain why:
	3. Show Experience One of the primary responsibilities of the Youth Rabbit Show Committee is to support and operate the youth portion of TRBA-sponsored shows. Please describe your experience assisting with rabbit or cavy shows (e.g., setup/teardown, writing, running folders, check-in, office help, awards):
	4. Leadership and Teamwork Describe any leadership roles or teamwork experiences you have had in clubs, organizations, school, or community activities.
	Mentorship and Commitment Acknowledgment Please initial each statement to indicate understanding and agreement: _____ I understand that Youth Rabbit Show Committee appointments are for a term beginning after the TRBA State Show and ending following the TRBA State Show the next year. _____ I understand that most positions require a one-year mentorship prior to independently holding a position, except as outlined in policy. _____ I understand that I am expected to work cooperatively, act professionally, and follow guidance from the Adult Advisor and TRBA leadership. _____ I understand that committee appointments are subject to approval by the adult advisor of the TRBA Rabbit Youth Show Committee .
	Applicant and Parent/Guardian Signatures Applicant Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ____________ Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________ Date: ____________
	YOUTH BOB & BOS WINNERS AT STATE SHOW
	Peyton Head BOB Californian
	Peyton Head BOB Britannia Petite
	Parker Cobb BOB/BOS Havana
	Taylor Waddell BOS  Britannia Petite
	Peyton Head BOB/BOS Netherland  Dwarf
	Emily Williams BOB Silver Marten
	Presley Jordan BOB Satin Wrenley Sims  BOS Satin
	Decara/Ethan Hemsath BOB/BOS Mini Satin
	Ellie Moss BOB/BOS American  Chinchilla
	Rhylee Glover BOB Holland Lop
	Milania  Pakdimounivong BOS Dwarf Hotot
	Desslyn Snead  BOB  Lionhead
	Hannah McCain  BOB/BOS  Silver
	Baylor Seaton BOB New Zealand
	Corbin Heady  BOB  English Lop
	Corbin Heady  BOS  English Lop
	Lelan Larue BOB/BOS Creme  d’Argent
	Lili Isbell  BOS English Angora
	Ezra Torres BOB/BOS Champagne  d’Argent
	Elizabeth Wells BOS  Tan
	Elizabeth Driskill  BOS Blue Holicer
	Nicolas Haag  BOB Standard  Chinchilla
	John Harris  Anderson BOB/BOS Jersey Wooly
	Logan Larue BOB/BOS Argente Brun
	Noah Haag BOS Lilac
	Ezra Torres BOB/BOS Champagne  d’Argent
	Elizabeth Wells  BOB Tan
	Presley Jordan  BOB  Chelsea Johnson  BOS  French Lop
	Not Pictured  BOB Thrianta - Kinlee Daniels  BOB/BOS Giant Chinchillas - Payten Sparks  BOB Czech Frosty - Payten Sparks  BOS Czech Frosty - Kinlee Daniels  BOB Cinnamon - Payten Sparks
	2026 TRBA State Youth Contests Results
	Breed ID Teams
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	2026 TRBA State Youth Contests Results

	Royalty
	Showmanship
	Test
	Quiz Bowl
	Breed ID
	PRE-JUNIOR


	ROYALTY  WINNERS
	King - Cole Bolton
	Queen -Jillian Gardner

	Duke - Russell Jones
	Duchess - Kathleen Bolton
	Prince - Asa Hoffman
	Princess - Peyton Head
	Lord - Erza Torres
	Lady - Dylan Sydow
	TRBA  ARTS & CRAFTS
	10 TO 13 AGE GROUP: 1ST PLACE ART: MILANIA PAKDIMOUNIVONG FOR HER FLOWERS IN COLORED PENCIL 2ND PLACE ART: TAYLOR WADDELL FOR PAINTED RABBIT 3RD PLACE ART: GRACIE WEATHERBY FOR HER HALLOWEEN BUNNY PAINTING 1ST PLACE CRAFT: BRIAH CANADY FOR HER CROCHET DINOSAUR 2ND PLACE CRAFT: PAYTON HEAD FOR HER TOOLED HORSE AND STOOL COVER 3RD PLACE CRAFT: JOEY MUNNS FOR THE LARGE CROCHET TURTLE 1ST PLACE PHOTO: ABIGAIL MCGEE FOR WOMAN DANCING IN WHITE DRESS PHOTO 2ND PLACE PHOTO: DAKOTO LINDER FOR BABBLING BROOK PHOTO 3RD PLACE PHOTO: KINSLEY STEWART FOR EASTER NETHERLAND DWARF PHOTO 1ST PLACE EDUCATIONAL: RYDER BUZBEE ON ROWE NUTRITION FOR RABBITS 2ND PLACE EDUCATIONAL: BRIAH CANADY ORIGAMI FOR CHARITY PROJECT 3RD PLACE EDUCATIONAL: MCKENNA RODRIGUEZ ON HER LIGHT UP RABBIT I.D. HONORABLE MENTIONS: ART- GRACIE WEATHERBY- COLORED HORSE CRAFT- OLIVIA MAREK - NEEDLEPOINT RABBIT IN FRAME MILANIA PAKDIMOUIVONG- SNOOPY AND DOGHOUSE JOEY MUNNS- CROCHET SLOTH WITH STORY TAYLOR WADDELL - CROSS STITCH BUNNY PHOTOS- DAKOTA LINDER- 2 SNUGGLING CATS KIMBER BROWN- FROG ON A TREE DAKOTA LINDER- RAINBOW EDUCATIONAL: CADE WHITE- LIGHT UP RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP
	14 TO 18 AGE GROUP:
	1ST PLACE ART: ABIGAIL COLLINS FOR OIL PASTELS PEACOCK 2ND PLACE ART: CLAIRE HUBBARD FOR LION KING PENCIL SKETCH OF SCAR 3RD PLACE ART: CHARLIE BOLING FOR CHARCOAL CALF
	1ST PLACE CRAFT: ASPEN PEEK FOR MOSAIC TILED BUNNIES 2ND PLACE CRAFT: ELIZABETH WELLS FOR HER LORD'S SUPPER 3RD PLACE CRAFT: PEYTON SPARKS FOR HER SEWN EGG COLLECTING APRON
	1ST PLACE PHOTO: CHEYENNE LINDER FOR LIGHTNING IN THUNDER CLOUD 2ND PLACE PHOTO: EMORIE MONK FOR GIRL IN MOTION ON THE BEACH 3RD PLACE PHOTO: SAMANTHA DUNCAN FOR CHRISTMAS HOTOT
	1ST PLACE EDUCATIONAL: KAYDEN GORDILLO FOR HOPPIN HEROES 2ND PLACE EDUCATIONAL: N/A 3RD PLACE EDUCATIONAL: N/A
	HONORABLE MENTIONS:
	ART:  CHARLIE BOLING FOR PAINTED HOLLAND LOP  ELIZABETH WELLS FOR PAINTED BUFFALO ON CANVAS
	CRAFT:  JOHNATHAN HAYS FOR WELDED SCULPTURE  KAYDEN GORDILLO FOR TRBA SIGN
	PHOTO:  BAYLOR SELLERS FOR BLACK CAT
	ADULT - 19 AND OLDER GROUP
	1ST PLACE ART: BRANNON ALVARE FOR PAINTED FLOWERS AND VASE 2ND PLACE ART: KACI SELLERS FOR PAINTED RABBIT 3RD PLACE ART: N/A
	1ST PLACE CRAFT: GWENDOLYN GRAY FOR PAINTED RABBIT PLATE 2ND PLACE CRAFT: BRANNON ALVAREZ FOR BARN ANIMALS ON WOOD 3RD PLACE CRAFT: HEATHER HARRIS FOR CROCHET AFGHAN
	1ST PLACE PHOTO: AMY LINDER FOR GALVESTON BEACH 2ND PLACE PHOTO: MARIANA KEY FOR CARDINAL ON ICY FENCE 3RD PLACE PHOTO: KASSI SELLERS FOR BELT BUCKLE
	THERE WERE NO ENTRIES IN EDUCATIONAL FOR ADULT GROUP
	HONORABLE MENTIONS:
	CRAFT: TERESSA GREENBURG FOR HER TEXAS JEWELRY SET  RONI NAIL FOR HER BUNNY MUM
	PHOTO: AM LINDER FOR COUNTRY WINDMILL PHOTO
	TRBA  SWEEPSTAKES
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