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President’s Message below:
This quarter has flown by fast. It feels like we were just getting started with

spring shows, and now we are already looking toward the dog days of
summer.

We are fresh off  a huge Southwest Regional RBA show in Wichita Falls.
Their annual patriotic theme is always a great lead-in to the Fourth of July,

and it feels even more special this year as we begin looking ahead to our
nation’s 250th anniversary. Congratulations to everyone who helped put on a

successful show, and thank you to everyone who attended, exhibited,
volunteered, and supported the event.

Texas has also hosted several Spring Nationals this quarter. Our member
clubs did a great job coming together to show off our state’s hospitality, and
several of our members had some great wins along the way. It is always good

to see Texas breeders, exhibitors, and clubs represented so well.
I also want to share a few Board updates. The Board has approved the
appointment of Katie (Lisle) Snider to fill the remainder of one of the

vacant Board positions. The Board has also approved Jennifer Schimpf to
take on the position of Treasurer. The transition from Gay to Jennifer will
take some time, so please continue coordinating with Gay until we advise

otherwise. I want to personally thank Katie and Jennifer for stepping up and
taking on these important roles for the association.

Board petitions for 2027 will be due by October 1 and can be found on the
TRBA website.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

President Jeff Tondre



We have also reopened applications for the Youth Committee. Applications
are due by July 15, and the application form can be found at

www.trba.net/youth. We encourage youth members who are interested in
becoming more involved to apply. This is a great opportunity for our youth
to have a voice, develop leadership skills, and help support the future of our

association.
Looking ahead, we are actively working on the Labor Day Weekend Cajuns

and Cowboys Show in Longview. Entries are expected to open in mid-
August, and we are looking forward to seeing everyone there. Please watch

for more information as we get closer to the show.
I also want to offer a brief  thank you to all of our volunteers. Shows,

committees, youth programs, and association work do not happen without
people willing to give their time. Whether you help a little or a lot, it matters.
Please continue to stay involved, help where you can, and encourage others

to do the same.
On a personal note, I have enjoyed the cooler and wetter spring and early

summer, and I think the rabbits have too. We are now entering the dog days
of summer, which are always hard on rabbits. While I enjoy summer, I do

not enjoy raising rabbits in the heat. Please take extra care with your animals
during the hotter months.

I better end this before Kendall tells me I am writing too much. I also want
to thank Kendall for continuing to put together our newsletter and helping

keep our members informed.
Thank you again for your continued support of TRBA, and I hope to see

many of you in Longview.

Jeff  Tondre

http://www.trba.net/youth


 Spring is gone and summer is turning up the heat in Texas. Now
we are faced with multitasking of keeping the bunnies cool with

temperatures and humidity being crazy high.  
  There are plenty of ways to do it that will suit your budget. Ac,

swamper, fans, ice pack and mister have all been used. Just be
mindful if your method has a stressor that can affect the bunnies

growth. Extreme heat will cut food consumption and that will
affect growth. Also the heat affects ear length as it is how the

bunny cools itself. If your breed has ear limits be mindful of that
also. Your potential fall show team can be eliminated for too

long ears. Fur can’t be damaged by hutch stains and take a good
bit to molt out. Sometimes longer than the bunnies show season.

There are many breeders that use the methods I mention. If
you're having issues, please seek out for advice.  Keeping it short

as we await the arrival of our first grand child at the hospital.
Keep nest boxes full of best in show bunnies. 

 

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Vice President- John Terry 



No report at this time

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Secretary- - Katie Finch

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

No report at this time.

Outgoing Treasurer- Gay Sparks



Hello from the sauna of Central Texas! I hope that everyone is working
to keep their animals comfortable. Times continue to be increasingly
interesting, if  not frustrating. The New World Screwworm is being

detected in Texas. I am sure we will be hearing a lot more about
this. I know that Arkansas has put restrictions on, and this may affect

the animals coming in for shows. I know we are already checking for the
kids in my family for the fall fairs.

I would like to thank Gay for her years of service on the board. The
finances of this organization are quite an undertaking. I know that

Jennifer will work incredibly hard as treasurer to keep TRBA financially
sound. Please plan to attend the Longview Shows on Labor Day

weekend. It is always a busy show, and we will need a lot of help setting
up the equipment, collecting comments, and tearing it down.

The ARBA convention will be in Reno, Nevada. It is an exhausting trip
but a beautiful one. The showroom is amazing. In addition, if  you can

stay in the host hotel, you never have to leave the premises. I am sure we
will have a great group of youth competing in the contests. Please plan to

assist these youth in learning about breeds and supplying
animals for the contests.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Amy Mersiovsky



Hi Friends!
I hope everyone is having a great summer and finding ways to stay cool during
these hot Texas days. I wanted to share a little update from my rabbitry and a

new adventure I have started this year.
At State Show, I purchased my first trio of cavies, and boy, have I learned a lot

already! One thing I find fascinating is how similar yet different cavies and
rabbits are. Rabbits are pregnant for about a month but don't wean their babies

until around 8 ish weeks of age. Cavies, on the other hand, are pregnant for
about two months, but their babies are typically weaned at just 3 ish weeks old.
Cavy babies come out fully furred, eyes open, and ready to go. I would compare

them to 4 week old rabbits. In the end, the turnaround time is surprisingly
similar.

I am excited to continue learning more about cavies and am especially looking
forward to showing my Abyssinians at ARBA Convention in Reno this
October. It will be a new experience, and I can't wait to see how they do.

As summer continues, I hope everyone is staying cool and enjoying time with
their animals. Personally, I am looking forward to the cooler temperatures of

fall, the TRBA show in Longview in September, and seeing friends from all over
the country at the ARBA Convention in Reno in October.

Now is the perfect time to start getting your fall show team ready. Keep
working hard, stay focused on your breeding and conditioning programs, and

before we know it, show season will be here.
I can't wait to see all of you soon!

Emily Savage

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Emily Savage



Summer in Texas has arrived and I hope everyone is
staying cool. This is a great time to make sure your

rabbits are in a cool area with plenty of air circulation
and constant water. I know many at the Walt Gibson

Classic in Wichita Falls were grateful for the cold AC at
the show. This show had another great turn out from
multiple states being represented. Also just a reminder
that Jennifer has updated Sweeps do go check that out.
Hope everyone has a great summer and see you at the

next show!

Adam Little

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS

Director- Adam Little



As the summer heats up, we have a new disease threat to our rabbit herds developing
across the state of TX, Screwworm. Screwworms are a once eradicated disease that is
once again making itself known in TX. They are a maggot (fly larvae) that eats living
flesh of warm-blooded animals. Several counties across TX have now had reported

cases. This disease is reportable and rabbits are susceptible, along with other livestock.
The state is placing some counties under quarantine for all warm-blooded animals and
some states are adding restrictions to states affected with screwworm. It is vital for our

livestock industries that we help monitor screwworms and report any possible cases.
Here are the big takeaways that every breeder should follow:

1) Practice Fly Control
2) Report any cases of maggots in rabbits (not in poop or in cages) to a

veterinarian or the Texas Animal Health Commission
3) Do not treat maggots found on rabbits without first consulting a veterinarian or

the TAHC
4) Check with TAHC or the USDA for travel restrictions before travelling to

shows

From the Texas Animal Health Commission:
Warm-blooded animals moving outside of an infested zone must contact the

TAHC to set up an inspection. During this inspection, an animal health official
will fill out an animal movement certificate listing the product used for

prevention or treatment and the animals’ official ID. This certificate will need
to accompany the animal movement. Additional guidance can be provided

during an initial inspection request call to TAHC and general guidance can be
referenced in the Livestock Movement from a NWS-Infested Zone handout.

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
Director- Amanda Jones



Hello TRBA! 
My name is Katie (Lisle) Snider and I am thrilled to have been
selected to serve on the TRBA Board of Directors. In 2003 I
received my first trio of rabbits (Himalayans) from Happy &

Gordon Carver and truly the rest has been history. I currently raise
Satin & Mini Satin rabbits with my sister Kendall Lisle and father,
Philip Lisle and my husband, Charlie Snider. TRBA gave me the

most important people in my life, my husband and our kids,
Dawson, Laikyn and Lorelei. If  it wasn't for TRBA, Charlie would

have never beaten me with a Siamese Satin in 2009, and I would
have never had the chance to hold a little grudge against him or
had the chance to fall in love with him! I currently serve on the

TRBA & American Satin RBA Youth Scholarship Committees, I
hold an ARBA Registrars license, and was the 2010 Texas Youth

Breeder of the Year. I earned my bachelor and masters degree from
Tarleton State University (where I was a Purple Poo! Bleed

Purple!). I just stepped into my new role as a Gin Accounting
Specialist with Plains Cotton Cooperative Association in Lubbock,
Texas. I have a deep passion for our TRBA members and bettering

our already outstanding club.

If  you are ever in Ralls, Texas, the barn door is open
 and the coffee is ready! 

Best,
Katie Snider

TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
**New director- Katie Snider



TRBA OFFICER AND
DIRECTOR REPORTS
**New director- Katie Snider
report continued

Need a quick reference of when you need to breed for 
Shows like Convention and an April National Show?

I made this chart and it displays;
IF YOU BREED in ___, 
kits are BORN in ____, 

THEY ARE _____ months OLD at the show you want to attend!
*This particular chart won’t apply to all breeds*

*This was made in Excel and can easily be recreated for 
personal use for your breed/show/etc*

We have it printed and hanging in our Barn so we can all reference it at
any given time!

In fact we just bred on 6/23/26, so:
BRED: JUNE
BORN: JULY

AGE: 9 MONTHS OLD in APRIL AT NASS 2027
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TEXAS RBA SWEEPS
S T A T U S  F O L L O W - U P  F O R M

T Y P E  I N F O R M A T I O N

T E X A S  R B A  M E M B E R S H I P  S T A T U S

I D E N T I F Y I N G  T H E  D I S C R E P A N C I E S

DIVISION

DATE JOINED

CAVY

RABBIT

SHOWS ATTENDED
List the shows attended that you believe should be included in the points. Note that clubs have 30 days to finalize reports.
The sweepstakes chair cannot process reports that are not yet received. Each standings update lists the shows that the
sweeps chair has received and which shows are missing. The club must have sanctioned the show with TRBA to be included.
Verification of show sanction status will be performed. Please identify Date, Club, & Location.

TOTAL POINTS
State thepointstotalthat

you have calculated.
 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Please verify you are a current member of Texas Rabbit Breeders Association. Previous points are forfeited if you do not
renew within the 30 day grace period. Membership is managed by the TRBA Secretary. 

SPECIES

OPEN

YOUTH

BREED(S)

INSTRUCTIONS
To have your sweepstakes standings reviewed, please fill out the following form. Completed forms can be

left in the TRBA Sweepstakes Standings Binder or emailed to Sweeps@TRBA.Net.

 

EXPIRATION DATE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Please identify any other pertinentinformationthatwillassistin resolving the discrepancy. 

Email 

Exhibitor Name



TEXAS
BREEDERS OF THE YEAR

2025 Jeff & Amber Tondre
Noah Finch -Youth
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