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COMMITTEES - 2023-2025 

AUDIT 
Michael Botello - Chair Ann
Morse 

BUDGET PLANNING 
Sandra Neal - Chair 
Jennifer Schimpf 
Jon Rentschler 
Don Mersiovsky 

CORPORATE AND CLUB RULES
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Mike Sutton 
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Mike Sutton - Chair 
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Debbie Harris 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
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NEWSLETTER 
Kendall Lisle Editor
Amy Mersiovsky
Amber Tondre Sec
Gay Sparks Treas 
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Tony Bell - Chair 
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Gordon Carver 
David Weaver 

YOUTH ADVISORS/ STATE
SHOW YOUTH 
Jennifer Shimpf - Chair
Amie Klaus 
Suzanne Hemsath 
Jennifer Hubbard 
Katie Finch
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T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

President Jeff Tondre

Friends,

This has been the hardest season of my life. As many of you know, my daughter Kellie
passed away in May. She was not only my daughter, but also my rabbit partner, travel
companion, and the reason I got back into rabbits 15 years ago. Her passion for the

hobby shaped our family in more ways than I can count.

I want to thank each and every one of you who reached out, attended her services, or
offered support in person or from afar. The rabbit community—our extended family—
has lifted us up more than you can imagine. The turnout and kindness shown at both
her memorial and the recent Southwest Regional RBA show left us truly overwhelmed

with gratitude.

In the weeks since, I’ve struggled to stay on top of all the duties that come with this role.
I appreciate your patience and understanding while I find my footing again. I'm working

my way back and am committed to moving forward while carrying Kellie’s light with
me.

Looking ahead, our next major event will be the Cajuns and Cowboys Show in
Longview on Labor Day Weekend, co-hosted with our friends from Louisiana. I’m

hopeful that the summer break gives us all time to recharge, reflect, and return ready to
connect with our rabbit family again.

Thank you all for the continued support—and for being part of a community that truly
shows up when it matters most.

With gratitude,
Jeffrey Tondre



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Vice President- John Terry 

No report at this time



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S
Secretary- - Katie Finch

Howdy! 

The summer is warming up! We’ve had a busy few weeks between finishing my
judge assists in Oklahoma and Wyoming, the show in Wichita Falls and a trip to

the ARBA Open House in Pennsylvania! I’m officially now Judge 1064!
An experience at the ARBA headquarters is definitely worth the trip! It was fun
digging through bits of history, listening to folks talk about upcoming changes,

reading through old DRs (and finding cute photos of youngsters who are now not
quite as young - ahem, Krystal….), and having a fun lunch of bbq rabbit

sandwiches and other sides. 

As we look at the rest of the upcoming summer, I know there will be a youth-
planned, youth-run show in Hillsboro in July, youth workshops as soon as I get my
life together and get them planned, and youth contest prep for convention. I hope
your convention babies are thriving and staying cool! Be sure to double check for

signs of heat stress throughout the day, especially if  you do not have a climate
controlled environment. 



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S
Treasurer- Gay Sparks

Hello to all,
Included in this issue is the 1st quarter report for TRBBA checking. The State Show
reports are not complete due to some of the expenses occurring after the end of the
quarter. There will be an updated report in the next quarter. All financial reports are

from the preceding quarter due to the deadlines for the newsletter.
Our TRBA family has been through some rough times in the past few months and we

are all experiencing raw emotions and unknown paths. Please be kind to everyone
because we do not know what they are going through. Our group is closely connected,

and we depend on each other to navigate challenging situations.
Shows have been having great numbers which means exhibitors are having good

breeding results. We have a lot of new members that are just getting started. Reach out
to them and offer advice and friendship to help them along the way. Everyone received

help when they began; continue the practice. Remember to volunteer at the shows.
These clubs operate on a shoestring budget and with very little help. Everyone can lend

a hand somewhere.
Our State Show had some new faces behind the scenes. We implemented a new Youth

Show Committee to assist in various places and it made a huge difference. These
young people are the future of our organization and getting them involved is crucial to

our longevity. They all did an amazing job and we are thankful to have them. This
committee is a work in progress and changes are made as needed. We are working on
revisions of the application and job descriptions. Please be patient as we proceed with

improvements.
As everyone is already experiencing the heat, remember that some of the new

members need guidance with keeping their rabbits alive. Offer tips on your tried-and-
true methods of keeping your rabbits comfortable during Texas summers. It can be

devasting to lose a herd to heat.
Our next TRBA show is in Longview and we are planning it now. If  you would like to
help, please contact Jeff  or Katie to let them know. We always need help at the shows.
Have a safe summer and enjoy your family time. Pray for the ones that have lost loved

ones and pray for our troops that keep us safe.
See ya,

Gay



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S
Director- Amy Mersiovsky

Howdy everyone! I hope everyone has made their summer weather preparations. The
only good thing about the hot weather is that hopefully the humidity will decrease.
Currently, our does are being quite dramatic and the bucks look like they have been

groomed with a weed whacker.

Congratulations to Bailee Cupit and Krystal Tondre on being awarded the TRBA
Scholarship. Please remember to reapply this fall! This scholarship can be awarded for

multiple years to deserving youth members. We will publish reminders for the
scholarship deadline this fall.

We are all still grieving Kellie and will for a very long time. Kellie was such a driving
force and dedicated member. I will miss texting with her during Aggie football games.
Please continue to keep Jeff, Amber, and Krystal in your prayers. They have asked for
memorials to go to the youth contest committee. This committee will use the funds to

support the needs of the youth contests at the state show and to support our teams
competing at the ARBA convention.

Please make plans to attend the TRBA shows in Longview and Killeen this fall. These
shows are very important to offset the costs of the state show.



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Kayla Strain
Ahhh, sweet, sweet summertime... unless you raise rabbits!

If  you’ve been in this game for a while, you’ve probably had this same conversation with
your rabbit friends (lookin’ at you, Leanna!)—summer in Texas is no joke when it comes

to caring for rabbits. From May to September, we’re hit with sky-high temps, soul-
crushing humidity, and let’s be honest—we don’t get to see our show friends much

either. It’s not glamorous, but this is when the real work happens.

This is the season of grit. You’re out there every day feeding, watering, breeding, and
doing whatever it takes just to keep your herd alive and thriving in the brutal heat. There

are no ribbons, no weekend shows, and definitely no Best in Show tables to stand
around celebrating—just sweat, stink, and nonstop effort. And somehow, we all end up

wondering how we’re still sweating that much.

But here's the thing: this is the part of the hobby that shows who’s really in it. This is
where passion meets perseverance. From scrubbing poop trays and sanitizing cages, to

hauling ice bottles and nest box checks—and don’t even get me started on those
electricity bills. The feed bills stack up. The hours drag on. This part? It’s TOUGH. But

it’s also where champions are made.

So here’s your reminder: we see you. We know how hard you’re working, and we’re
right there with you, cheering you on. Every effort you make now is building the future of

your barn, this hobby, and the next generation of breeders who will walk into the barn in Fall
2025.

Take this time to regroup, refresh, and make those changes you’ve been thinking about.
The fall shows are coming, and we can’t wait to see your hard work on full

display—maybe even around that Best in Show table.
Praying for cool breezes, award winning litters, and a miracle on that electric bill. 

You’ve got this!



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Hugh Bolton 

Welcome to the Texas Summer of 2025! I have a couple of thoughts I wanted to share with
you in this newsletter.

First thought:
About six and a half  years ago my family started showing rabbits. I say family because do
this together but, in all reality, it is my kids that show the rabbits. It did not take long to

realize that we were in WAY over our head. We were fortunate enough that some exhibitors
took us under their wing and helped us learn the ropes. Some of those individuals were

open exhibitors and others were youth exhibitors. I am so thankful to them sharing their
experience and guiding us through this newfound world of showing rabbits. I don’t really
know how it happened but suddenly these individuals, these mentors became more than

someone we went to for help and guidance, they became family. We would look forward to
attending Rabbit Shows so we could see our extended family that in some cases live

hundreds of miles and hours away. 
 

There is a term “pay it forward” and that is what we began to do. Each year we began to se
a new batch of wide-eyed youth and their families would come into the show barn

TOTALLY and COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED much like we did several years ago.
We would welcome them and show them around and try to explain the process and the
Rabbit Showing World. Over time many of these individuals were assimilated into the

“family”. For me the one of the greatest honors that I have ever received is when a youth
begins to call me “Show Dad”. I am humbled realizing these individual thinks so highly of
me. I think about the responsibility that comes with such a title. I have the opportunity to

share in the highs and responsibilities to share the burden of the lows. This is what “family”
does. 

 



I will confess I am a sensitive fellow. This year has been exceptionally difficult with the loss
of one of our rabbit “family” members. With those emotions still raw some of the

individuals that call me “Show Dad” reminded me they are graduating, which is wonderful
news I am so excited for them with this outstanding accomplishment. They further

explained that they would no longer be showing rabbits. My eyes welled up with tears. How
is it that something so small as a rabbit could bring so many people together and have

strangers grow into friends and friends that grow into what feels like family? I don’t know
but I am thankful for it.

 
I want to thank those who have mentored myself  and my family over the years. I want to

thank those who welcomed us as “family”. I want to encourage each of you to be
supportive and encouraging to those who are new to this community. Remember you were
new once also. I encourage you to welcome new rabbit exhibitors into the “family.” Those

of you who have left our community will always be part of the “family” and will be
eternally missed.

 
Second Thought:

The show must go on. When you are at the show please listen for your breed to be called
and expeditiously get your rabbit(s) to the table. Many exhibitors have more than one breed

and often have to juggle getting different breeds on the table at the same time. I would
suggest putting each breed in a separate travel cage and move that cage close to the table
where the breed is showing. Possibly have some of the “family” I spoke about previously

load your rabbits for you. Thank you for your support in making the show run smoothly. 
 

I hope you all have a safe and relaxing summer!



T R B A  O F F I C E R  A N D
D I R E C T O R  R E P O R T S

Director- Leanna Herzog 
No report at this time

No report at this time
Director- Eric Breanna - “EB”



J O I N  U S  F O R  
C A J U N S  V S  C O W B O Y S



C A L L I N G  A L L  Y O U T H
B R E E D E R S !



T R B A  F I N A N C I A L S



Katie  & Abby Finch,  Don & Amy
Mersiovsky and Zoey Turner attended
the open house at  ARBA Headquaters

 



W O R D S  F R O M  O P E N
B R E E D E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R !

T E R E S A  D E S A U T E L L

As the dust settles (pun intended) I look back at the TRBA state show weekend with awe and
wonder. We were so busy getting ready and setting up that I just didn’t think. I thought about

all the details of getting ready; setting up judging coops (thanks to Don and everyone who
showed up for that), getting all the show equipment out of storage (Jeff and Krystal), arranging

the area for scholarship auction (Mallary and crew), making sure the youths contests were
ready (Jennifer), checking in with the bosses in the office (Gay and Amber), we had new people

(Kayla) at the Ways and Means table THANK YOU for doing it last minute!, the Arts and Crafts
table (Robin and Jennifer), and of course directing all the YOUTH who SHOWED UP to help
with it all. I’m sure I’ve missed someone and I’m sorry about that because I just didn’t think….

You know being involved is work but it is also VERY REWARDING! I look back at all the times
that we came early and left late, it was all worth it in the end. But I didn’t think about Breeder of

the Year. It’s such a HUGE honor and I didn’t think I would ever get it!!! You see I don’t
volunteer for awards; I do it because I want to. I like helping people and being involved, even if
no one notices or cares because I do. But boy am I HAPPY and BLESSED to be loved like this

from all of you!!!! TRBA has become our family and we love being a part of it.
That night I didn’t think, I was busy enjoying the show going successfully, being with my family
and my grand baby, not once did I think the honor and privilege of winning TRBA Breeder of

the Year would be for me that night! I was there for the family, friendships, the youth and all my
fellow rabbit breeders to get their awards that they deserved to win.

TRBA has been one of the very best things my family has ever participated in and we are in it
for the long haul, God willing. Just know that I love all of you and feel so blessed by you to

honor me in this way.
Love Always,

Teresa







T R B A  
Y O U T H  C O N T E S T  

A R T I C L E

It’s that time of  year again where we start planning for youth contests at the ARBA
Convention. This year the ARBA convention is in Indianapolis, Indiana on November

14-18, 2025. Information regarding all youth contests is available on the ARBA website.
Please take note of  the important youth contests deadlines of  August 15 th

(postmark) and September 1 st (online). Even if  you are unable to attend, there are
several contests that do not require attendance to participate such as the Achievement &

Management contests.

You MUST be registered as an Individual to be on the State Teams. If  it’s even a possibility
of  attending, please enter the contests by the deadline. There is no cost to do so (other

than ensuring your ARBA &amp; TRBA memberships are current). We can always scratch you if
unable to make it, but once the deadline passes there is no adding contestants. It’s a firm

deadline established by the ARBA Youth Committee.

While several teams were decided at Texas RBA State Show, there are likely to be other
opportunities to be placed on a team. Those that were named at the banquet were the
teams that are guaranteed for Texas. There are sometimes opportunities with District

Teams and more opportunities for the Breed ID contests, depending on the number of  other
contestants in the age division.

Good luck to everyone this fall show season and see you soon!
Respectfully,

Jennifer Schimpf, TRBA Youth Committee Chair
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TEXAS RBA SWEEPS
S T A T U S  F O L L O W - U P  F O R M

T Y P E  I N F O R M A T I O N

T E X A S  R B A  M E M B E R S H I P  S T A T U S

I D E N T I F Y I N G  T H E  D I S C R E P A N C I E S

DIVISION

DATE JOINED

CAVY

RABBIT

SHOWS ATTENDED
List the shows attended that you believe should be included in the points. Note that clubs have 30 days to finalize reports.
The sweepstakes chair cannot process reports that are not yet received. Each standings update lists the shows that the
sweeps chair has received and which shows are missing. The club must have sanctioned the show with TRBA to be included.
Verification of show sanction status will be performed. Please identify Date, Club, & Location.

TOTAL POINTS
State thepointstotalthat

you have calculated.
 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Please verify you are a current member of Texas Rabbit Breeders Association. Previous points are forfeited if you do not
renew within the 30 day grace period. Membership is managed by the TRBA Secretary. 

SPECIES

OPEN

YOUTH

BREED(S)

INSTRUCTIONS
To have your sweepstakes standingsreviewed,please fill out the following form.

Completed forms can be left in the TRBA Sweepstakes Standings Binder or emailed to Sweeps@TRBA.Net.
 

EXPIRATION DATE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Please identify any other pertinentinformationthatwillassistin resolving the discrepancy. 

Email 

Exhibitor Name



Next TRBA 
Newsletter 

coming in October


