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President Teresa DeSautell
HELLO FROM WINDY WEST TEXAS!

FALL SHOWS ARE UP AND RUNNING! TRBA HOSTED THE CAJUNS AND COWBOYS SHOW IN LONGVIEW THIS
YEAR OVER LABOR DAY WEEKEND AND IT WAS GREAT! WE HAD RECORD NUMBERS! GETTING USED TO THE
NEW VENUE AND A NEW ENTRY PROGRAM MADE US HAVE SOME UPS AND DOWNS, BUT OVERALL I  THINK W
HAD A GREAT SHOW! JUST TO INFORM THE MEMBERSHIP,  AFTER THE SHOW THE CLRBA APPROACHED US
AND ASKED IF TRBA WOULD BE WILLING TO CONTINUE HOSTING THE SHOW IN LONGVIEW FROM NOW ON
WITH THEIR HELP.  WE HELD A BOD MEETING TO DISCUSS THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT AND THE TRBA BOARD
DECIDED THAT IT WAS IN EVERYONE’S BEST INTEREST FOR US TO CONTINUE TO HOST THIS WONDERFUL

SHOW! PLANS ARE BEING MADE TO HOST ANOTHER CAJUNS AND COWBOY SHOW NEXT LABOR DAY
WEEKEND (SEPTEMBER 5TH AND 6TH 2025).  THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING AND SUPPORTING US THERE.

TRBA’S FALL SHOW IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER,  IN KILLEEN THE WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 6TH AND 7TH. 
HOPE YOU MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND. THIS SHOW IS A KEY ELEMENT TO HELPING US PAY FOR THE TRBA STA
SHOW. WE DON’T CALL IT A BENEFIT SHOW BUT IT DOES HELP FUND ALL OF THE AWARDS, ETC. FOR THAT

WEEKEND. AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, VENUES ARE CONTINUING TO GO UP.  YOUR TRBA BOARD TRIES REALLY
HARD TO KEEP THE BANQUET COSTS DOWN AS MUCH AS THEY CAN AS WELL AS PROVIDE THE MEMBERSHI
WITH NICE AWARDS FOR THEIR POINTS AS WELL AS AWESOME BIS AWARDS AND BOB AT THIS SHOW. FOR

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS PLEASE CONTACT A MEMBER OF THE BOARD.

ARBA CONVENTION IS FAST APPROACHING, AND I  AM PROUD TO SAY THAT WE HAVE A RECORD NUMBER 
YOUTH ATTENDING TO REPRESENT THE BIG STATE OF TEXAS! A BIG THANK YOU TO JENNIFER SCHIMPF AND
HER TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS FOR PREPARING THESE KIDS FOR THEIR CONTESTS.  GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE

PLANNING TO ATTEND, IF  YOU DON’T GO YOU WON’T KNOW!

SHOW TABLE ETIQUETTE:  IT ’S A THING! BEING POLITE TO OTHER EXHIBITORS IS VERY IMPORTANT. WATCH
WHERE YOU ARE AND WHAT YOU ARE DOING WHILE PEOPLE ARE AROUND YOU. ALSO THE JUDGE CAN

USUALLY HEAR YOUR COMMENTS FROM A DISTANCE AND WHAT YOU ARE SAYING IS HEARD. I  OFTEN HEAR
THAT EXHIBITORS TRY TO INFLUENCE THE JUDGE BUT FOR THE MOST PART I  DON’T SEE THIS HAPPENING.

JUST BE AWARE THAT WHAT WE DO AND SAY DOES MATTER AT THE TABLE.  JUST GO OUT AND ENJOY WHA
YOU ARE DOING. IT ’S JUST ONE SHOW OUT OF HOPEFULLY MANY. I  TRY TO TAKE A BALANCE OF WHAT ALL

THE JUDGES SAY ABOUT OUR ANIMALS AND BASE DECISIONS ON THAT INFORMATION.

FINALLY,  TRBA’S ANNUAL STATE SHOW, ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, AND AWARDS BANQUET HAS
CHANGED DUE TO VENUE ISSUES.  IT WILL NOW BE MARCH 21 ,  22,  23 OF 2025.  WE SINCERELY HOPE TO SEE
THE MEMBERSHIP PRESENT AT THIS AWESOME SHOW AND EVENTS.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND WE

WILL SEE YOU THERE!

THAT’S IT FOR NOW AND AS USUAL I  HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE SHOW.

TERESA DESAUTELL
TRBA PRESIDENT  
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Vice President- John Terry 

Greetings from Central Texas. As most of us are getting ready to take
our journey to Louisville Kentucky. Let us reflect that 4H and FFA

projects are where we get a large number of our membership once
they are hooked on showing rabbits. 

With county shows in full swing. Make sure the animals you sell are
without DQ and are a recognized variety.

Nothing is more disheartening than having  to tell a family why their
animal was eliminated due to a DQ. 

We should be better than that. We all should be ambassadors for the
hobby. We travel hours to purchase the bloodline we desire or show. 
Let us put some of that effort into growing our next generation of our

club.
See you at the show and keep those nest boxes full. 
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Secretary- Amber Tondre

No report at this time
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Treasurer- Gay Sparks

No report at this time
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GREETINGS FELLOW RABBIT ENTHUSIASTS:
WE MADE IT THROUGH ANOTHER TEXAS SCORCHING SUMMER.  CONVENTION

IN KENTUCKY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER.   GO FOR IT ,  MAKE THE DRIVE
AND HAVE A GOOD TIME.   I  THOUGHT I  WOULD TAKE A MINUTE TO GIVE YOU

SOME THINGS THAT ARE ON MY LIST TO PREPARE FOR CONVENTION.
PLAN AHEAD.  LOOK UP THE SIZE OF THE COOPS FOR YOUR BREED.  YOU ARE
ALLOWED TO USE WIRE RISERS.   THIS KEEPS YOUR RABBIT OUT OF THE DIRTY

SHAVINGS.  YOU CAN BUY THEM THERE BUT THEY ARE PRETTY PRICEY.   I  HAVE
A STASH THAT I  HAVE MADE AT HOME THAT I  TAKE IN A TOTE EACH TRIP.   AT
LEASE BE PREPARED ENOUGH TO HAVE A TRAVEL BROOM AND DUSTPAN FOR

CLEANING YOUR CAGES DAILY IF YOU DON’T USE RISERS.
DO YOUR HOMEWORK.  CHECK YOUR BUNNIES CLOSELY FOR DQ’S.   YOU

DON’T WANT TO DRAG A RABBIT ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO FIND OUT IT HAD
A DQ AND YOU COULD HAVE SUBSTITUTED ANOTHER ONE THAT YOU LEFT AT

HOME.
SOMETIMES BUNNIES GET UPSET TUMMIES OR GET OFF THEIR FEED SO I

ALWAYS TAKE A GALLON BAG OF L IVE OAK LEAVES.  SOMETHING ABOUT THE
TANNIC ACID HELPS TO SOOTH THEIR STOMACHS.

THERE ARE A BAZILL ION COOPS THERE SO IT IS SOMETIMES HARD TO LOCATE
YOUR BUNNIES.   I  TAKE BUSINESS CARDS ATTACHED TO A CLOTHES PIN THAT I
CAN PUT ON THE CAGES TO LOCATE THEM.  NOTHING CAN BE AFFIXED TO THE

CAGES THAT WILL SLOW DOWN THE BREAK DOWN PROCESS SO MAKE SURE
YOU USE SOMETHING THAT YOU CAN EASILY REMOVE WHEN YOU TAKE YOUR

RABBIT OUT FOR THE DRIVE HOME.
I  TAKE MY OWN WATER.   I  KNOW, I  KNOW THAT MAY BE A L ITTLE OVER THE

TOP BUT I  WANT MY RABBITS TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE WATER THAT THEY ARE
ACCUSTOMED TO.

PLAN AHEAD FOR TRAFFIC DELAYS.   LAST YEAR CHERYL PALUMBO AND I  SAT
IN TRAFFIC FOR ALL TOGETHER ABOUT 3 HOURS.  THOSE DELAYS CAN CAUSE

YOU TO MISS A BARN CLOSING DEADLINE.
TAKE A L ITTLE EXTRA CASH AND AN EXTRA CAGE FOR THAT ONE RABBIT YOU
FIND THAT YOU JUST HAVE TO TAKE HOME WITH YOU.  WHATEVER YOU DO,

DON’T FORGET TO TAKE YOUR SMILE AND HAPPY ATTITUDE.   HAPPY TRAVELS.

Director- Beth Mangbberger-Hughes
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Director- Amy Mersiovsky

    WOW!  WHAT A SHOW!  CAJUNS AND COWBOY’S DID NOT DISAPPOINT.
IT WAS SO GOOD TO SEE OUR LOUISIANA FRIENDS AND MAKE NEW

FRIENDS FROM AROUND THE REGION.  WHILE THE FINANCIALS ARE STILL IN
PROCESS,  IT TAKES A WHILE WITH ALL OF THE MOVING PARTS,  THE

NUMBERS ALONE SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE SHOW WAS A SUCCESS.   THE
BOARD HAS WORKED HARD TO NAVIGATE THE WATERS TO REGAIN TRBA

CONTROL OF THE BOARD AND HAD INTENDED TO ALTERNATE YEARS WITH
OUR LRBA FRIENDS.  OUR LRBA FRIENDS HAVE ASKED US TO COMPLETELY

ADMINISTER THIS SHOW.  THE BOARD HAS SAID YES.   WE ARE ALREADY
MAKING PLANS FOR THE 2025 SHOW IN LONGVIEW AND REVIEWING OUR

NOTES ON HOW TO IMPROVE FOR NEXT YEAR.

ARBA CONVENTION IS UPON US.   I  KNOW EVERYONE IS WORRIED ABOUT
OUR RABBIT AND CAVY’S CONDITION, BUT DON’T FORGET TO PACK YOUR
TEAM TEXAS GEAR FOR THE SUNDAY AND MONDAY OF CONVENTION.  WE
WANT TO CHEER OUR YOUTH ON FOR THE YOUTH CONTESTS.   THANKS SO
MUCH TO KRECIA BALL AND HER GROUP FOR HELPING THE COMMITTEE TO

MAKE  THE SWAG FUNDRAISER BE A SUCCESS.   IF  YOU HAVEN’T
PURCHASED YOUR SWAG, PLEASE LET THE YOUTH COMMITTEE KNOW, THEY

DO HAVE STOCK AVAILABLE.

THE NEXT TRBA SPONSORED EVENT WILL BE  FALL SHOW IN KILLEEN IN
DECEMBER.   WITH THE SHOW BEING DECEMBER 6&7,  I  SUGGEST EVERYONE
MAKE HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS SOON.  THAT WEEKEND TENDS TO BE A BUSY
MILITARY WEEKEND IN KILLEEN.   ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THIS SHOW
INCLUDES A BAKE SALE TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH ACTIVITIES.   BRING LOTS

OF CHRISTMAS TREATS AND CASH TO SUPPORT OUR KIDS!
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Director- Eric Breanna - “EB”
No report at this time

WISHING EVERYONE SAFE TRAVELS AS MANY TEXANS ARE HEADING TO THE NATIONAL
CONVENTION IN KENTUCKY.

THERE HAVE BEEN MANY RABBIT AND CAVY ENTRIES.  LET'S GO SHOW ALL OF THE OTHER
STATES WHAT TEXANS ARE MADE OF! GO TEAM TEXAS!

ONE ASPECT THAT ALL OF US SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF,  IS OUR YOUTH! WE HAVE A
TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF KIDS IN BOTH THE RABBIT AND CAVY WORLD THAT ARE
MAKING THE TREK TO KENTUCKY. MANY WILL BE COMPETING IN ALL OF THE YOUTH

CONTESTS. WE HAVE A VERY STRONG SET OF YOUTH THAT WILL BE THE FUTURE OF OUR
SHOWS HERE IN TEXAS. GOOD LUCK EVERYONE AND SEE Y 'ALL THERE!!!

Director- Leanna Herzog 
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HERE WE ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF ANOTHER HOT TEXAS SUMMER AND THE KIDS ARE OUT
OF I  AM SUPER EXCITED TO SHARE SOMETHING THE TRBA BOARD HAS BEEN WORKING

ON THIS YEAR. WITH A DESIRE TO GROW OUR YOUTH IN THE SPORT/HOBBY OF
SHOWING RABBITS THERE IS A PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A YOUTH BOARD. YOU MAY

QUESTION WHY AND WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH A GROUP. 
TO UNPACK THAT QUESTION LET’S START WITH HOW IT WOULD BENEFIT TRBA. AT

LARGE THERE SEEMS TO BE A CONCERN THAT IN TODAY’S SOCIETY SO MANY OF THE
YOUTH HAVE NO RESPONSIBILITIES.  THIS SEEMS TO BE THE EXCEPTION IN FFA,  4-H

AND A SELECT FEW OTHER YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS/CLUBS. MY GRANNY ALWAYS SAID,
“IDLE HANDS ARE THE DEVIL’S WORKSHOP.” BY PROVIDING THE YOUTH WITH

SOMETHING CONSTRUCTIVE TO DO SHOULD HELP KEEP THEM OUT OF TROUBLE.  THEY
COULD HELP WITH SET UP,  CHECK IN,  RUN FOLDERS, DELIVER MESSAGES, WRITE BEHIND
THE TABLE,  HELP BEHIND THE SCENES,  AND HELP WITH TAKE DOWN. THE FUTURE OF THE

SPORT/HOBBY OF SHOWING RABBITS LIES WITH OUR YOUTH. BY DEVELOPING A WAY
TO BRING THEM IN AND PROVIDING THEM WITH A PURPOSE THEY WILL UNDERSTAND

THE INNER WORKINGS OF HOW TO RUN A CLUB AND A SHOW THEY WILL BE IN A
BETTER PLACE TO BE TOMORROW’S LEADERS. 

PERSONALLY,  I  FEEL THAT THOSE ASPECTS ARE JUST SURFACE LEVEL.  I  BELIEVE THE
TRUE BENEFIT OF A YOUTH BOARD IS TO PROMOTE LIFE SKILLS.  AS AN EDUCATOR OF

YOUNG CHILDREN, I  VALUE THE IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING LIFE SKILLS AND
RECOGNIZE THAT A TEAM APPROACH IS NECESSARY. 

AN ASPECT OF LIFE SKILLS INCLUDES SOCIAL SKILLS AND BEING A CONTRIBUTING
MEMBER OF A GROUP PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROMOTES CONNECTIONS AND

INTERACTIONS WITH PEOPLE RATHER THAN “DEVICES”.  
ANOTHER ASPECT OF LIFE SKILLS IS JUST LEARNING. BY HAVING A YOUTH BOARD FOR

THE YOUTH TO SERVE ON IT WILL PROVIDE THEM A BEHIND THE CURTAIN LOOK AND AN
UNDERSTANDING OF:

·        WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO RUN A SHOW?
·       WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO RUN A CLUB?

·        HOW TO DEVELOP A BUDGET. (HOW TO SQUEEZE EVERY CENT FROM $5.)
·        HOW TO KEEP RECORDS

·       HOW TO FACE ADVERSITY AND CONTROVERSY WHILE MAINTAINING A SENSE OF
DECORUM. 

 

Director- Hugh Bolton 
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SOMETHING WE ALL NEED IS A SENSE OF BELONGING. I  WAS RECENTLY TALKING WITH
A YOUNG EXHIBITOR AND IN THE CONVERSATION, SHE SAID,  “ I  DON’T HAVE ANY
FRIENDS.” WHILE REFERRING TO THE RABBIT COMMUNITY.  THAT HURT. A YOUTH

BOARD WOULD CREATE A SENSE OF BELONGING AND WITH THAT A SENSE OF
OWNERSHIP AND HOPEFULLY THE DESIRE TO BRING OTHERS INTO THE GROUP AND

SHARE THAT SENSE OF BELONGING. PEER PRESSURE IS REAL.  A YOUTH BOARD WOULD
HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BE A SAFE PLACE FOR OUR YOUTH. MANY OF THESE YOUTH

BECOME FRIENDS AND HAVE A TIGHTER CONNECTION WITH OTHER YOUTH THEY
COMPETE WITH THAN THEY DO WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS OR CLASSMATES. WITH THIS
SENSE OF BELONGING AND OWNERSHIP WILL ALSO CREATE A VESTED INTEREST.  THE

YOUTH WOULD HAVE THE ABILITY TO LEARN THAT THERE IS L ITTLE VALUE IN SITING IN
THE CROWD AND POINTING OUT FAULTS AND FAILURES AND GREAT VALUE IN

OFFERING TO HELP AND WORKING TOWARD THE SUCCESS OF SOMETHING GREATER
THAN THEMSELVES.  

A VALUABLE LIFE SKILL IS TO BE A LIFELONG LEARNER. YOUTH THAT SERVE ON THE
YOUTH BOARD WOULD LEARN WHAT QUESTIONS TO ASK. THEY WOULD LEARN

WHERE,  WHAT AND WHO ARE RESOURCES. OBVIOUSLY SPECIFIC TO THIS
ORGANIZATION WE WARE HOPING THE YOUTH WILL GROW THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF
RABBITS AND THE SHOWING OF RABBITS.  SPECIFICALLY,  REGARDING THE RABBIT

COMMUNITY,  WE ALREADY HAVE A STRONG PRESENCE AT ARBA CONVENTION
HAVING MORE YOUTH COMPETE THAN ANY OTHER STATE.  THIS WOULD SUPPORT

THEM IN DEVELOPING STUDY GROUPS. 
SOMETHING I  HOPE THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE PROPOSED YOUTH BOARD WOULD

LEARN/DEMONSTRATE WOULD BE HIGH MORALS AND ETHICS. OWN YOUR MISTAKES
AND LEARN FROM THEM. WHEN YOU ARE AT FAULT OR DID SOMETHING YOU SHOULD
NOT HAVE,  APOLOGIZE.  TELL THE TRUTH. RESPECT IS SOMETHING TO BE EARNED NOT

BOUGHT. 
FINALLY,  A LIFE SKILL THAT CAN BE DEVELOPED THROUGH THE PROPOSED YOUTH

BOARD IS LEADERSHIP.  THE IDEA WOULD BE TO HELP EQUIP THEM TO BE EFFECTIVE
LEADERS NOT JUST IN THE RABBIT COMMUNITY BUT IN LIFE.  THEY WOULD HAVE THE

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN HOW TO LEAD PEOPLE AND AN ORGANIZATION. HOW TO
ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE PEOPLE TO BE THEIR BEST.  ANOTHER ASPECT OF A
LEADER IS A MENTOR. THE YOUTH WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROPOSED YOUTH

BOARD WOULD NEED TO TEACH, ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE OTHERS. 
I  BELIEVE IN THE POSSIBILITIES THAT WOULD BE OPENED TO PARTICIPANTS OF A

YOUTH BOARD.

Director- Hugh Bolton 



Save The TRBA Dates:
12/6-7/2024-Fall Show in Killeen

12/31/2024 Breeder of the Year Nominations Due

2/1/2025-Youth Scholarship Apps Due

3/21-23/2025-State Show in BElton

8/29-30/2025-Cajuns & Cowboys in Longview

for more info go to TRBA.net
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TRBA Youth Article
October 2024

THIS IS GOING TO BE A VERY BRIEF UPDATE.  TEXAS AND THE REST OF THE COUNTRY IS
PREPARING FOR THE ARBA NATIONAL CONVENTION. TEXAS WILL HAVE 46 KIDS ACROSS UP

16 TEAMS FOR THE ARBA YOUTH CONTESTS.  WE WISH EVERYONE SAFE TRAVELS AND THE
BEST OF LUCK. RESULTS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

NEXT UP ON THE AGENDA IS THE DECEMBER TRBA SHOW. THE COMMITTEE IS PLANNING ON
HOSTING A HOLIDAY BAKE SALE ONCE AGAIN AND ARE CONSIDERING WHICH CONTESTS TO

HOST.  THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE A FUNDRAISER FOR THE COMMITTEE TO BE ABLE TO
PROVIDE AMAZING YOUTH CONTEST AND ROYALTY AWARDS AT NEXT YEAR’S TRBA STATE

SHOW. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS WITH THE NEW DATE FOR THE
ANNUAL TEXAS RBA STATE CONVENTION SHOW. DUE TO VENUE CONFLICTS,  THE STATE

SHOW IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 22,  2025.  IT WILL NO LONGER BE HELD THE
WEEKEND BEFORE EASTER.  THE AGREEMENT WITH THE VENUE IS TO HOST THE 3RD WEEKEND

IN MARCH FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.  THIS IS THE SHOW THAT DETERMINES STATE
TEAMS. 

RESPECTFULLY,
JENNIFER SCHIMPF,  TRBA YOUTH COMMITTEE CHAIR
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SWEEPSTAKES FEE
CHANGE PROPOSAL

Full Report was provided at the 2024 TRBA State Show Meeting.
If you would like further details or have questions,

contact Jennifer at Sweeps@TRBA.Net

SWEEPSTAKES AWARDS
Current: 25% (0.05/ENTRY)

Proposed Change: 40% (0.08/ENTRY)

GENERAL FUND
Current: 60% (0.12/ENTRY)

Proposed Change: 45% (0.09/ENTRY)

SWEEPSTAKES CHAIR PROCESSING
15% (0.03/ENTRY) - No change 

THIS IS A BY-LAWS CHANGE
VOTE AT NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

TENATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER

Currently $0.20/entry is collected in sweepstakes fees. After determining
what the breakdown resulted in for 2023, it indicated that we are not
allocating enough to sufficiently cover the costs of the awards presented each
year. Recommend adjusting the breakdown of the sweepstakes fees to the
following to assist in being able to better cover the awards cost, which is an
important benefit to the membership.
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