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President Teresa DeSautell
HELLO FROM WINDY WEST TEXAS!

AS WE SPEAK, WE ARE HEADED TO HUTCHINSON KANSAS FOR OUR SECOND
NATIONAL SHOW IN A TWO WEEK PERIOD!  CRAZY HUH??? NOT REALLY.  ONE
OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PARTS OF RAISING RABBITS IS TO COMPETE AND

GOING TO YOUR NATIONAL SHOWS IS AN EXCELLENT WAY TO SEE WHAT YOU
HAVE, WHAT THE COMPETITION HAS, AND HOW WELL YOU MATCH UP. IT’S

KINDA LIKE A GAME WITH ALL THE STRATEGIES INVOLVED. FINDING OUT THE
BEST TIME TO BREED YOUR ANIMALS FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS.  HOW TO CULL

THE RIGHT ANIMALS AND KEEP THE ONES YOU WANT. I  OVERHEARD THIS
COMMENT FROM A PERSON I  VERY MUCH RESPECT LAST WEEKEND. THEY
SAID,  “DON’T CULL YOUR RABBITS FOR WHAT ONE JUDGE SAY, CULL AND

KEEP WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!”  MAKES SENSE,  DOESN’T IT!   THE JUDGE
DOESN’T KNOW WHAT ANIMALS YOU ARE USING AT HOME, THEY JUST SEE

WHY YOU BROUGHT THAT DAY. DEFINITELY LISTEN TO THE ADVICE AND USE
WHAT YOU CAN (IF YOU AGREE) IN YOUR BREEDING PROGRAM AND YOU

WILL CONTINUE TO GET BETTER!  MY ADVICE IS TOO STAY THE COURSE AND
KEEP TRYING. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE UPS AND DOWNS IN THE HOBBY OF

RABBITS.  CAN YOU RIDE IT OUT?  THE HIGHS ARE GREAT,  BUT THE LOWS CAN
BE GOOD ALSO. THAT’S WHEN YOU TAKE A STEP BACK AND SAY, “WHAT DO I

WANT OUT OF THIS?”  

I  HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL SOON AND I ’D LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR UPS AND
DOWNS WITH YOUR RABBITS,  BUT MOST OF ALL I  JUST WANT TO SEE YOU AT
A SHOW HAVING A GOOD OLE TIME IN YOUR CAMPS AND HANGING OUT AT

THE SHOW TABLE CHEERING YOUR FELLOW BREEDERS ALONG WISHING THEM
BEST!

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT SHOW!!!

TERESA DESAUTELL 

PRESIDENT TRBA 
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Vice President- John Terry - 
no report at this time
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Secretary- Amber Tondre
WELCOME TO SPRING! 

THANK YOU ALL FOR MAKING THIS YEAR'S STATE SHOW FABULOUS! I  AM BEYOND
BLESSED TO HAVE HAD AMAZING HELP IN THE OFFICE THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND -
SUZANNE, DECARA, JEFF,  KRECIA (WHO WAS A FIRST TIMER AND WAS AWESOME),

MAYCE AND KRYSTAL.  SHOUT OUT TO COLE AND ASA FOR OFFERING MULTIPLE TIMES
TO HELP,  EVEN THOUGH I  DIDN'T HAVE ANYTHING FOR YOU RIGHT THEN. AND THANK

YOU LANDON FOR HELPING PACK AND LOAD UP MY THINGS WHEN IT WAS OVER. IF
YOU HELPED AND I  MISSED YOU IN SOME OF THE USUAL CRAZINESS,  I  APOLOGIZE,

AND THANK YOU. I 'D L IKE TO TAKE A MINUTE TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL OUR
WONDERFUL YOUTH WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE YOUTH CONTESTS AND

CONGRATULATE THE WINNERS. AND FINALLY,  CONGRATULATIONS TO AMY
MERSIOVSKY FOR BEING NAMED OPEN BREEDER OF THE YEAR AND KRYSTAL TONDRE

FOR BEING NAMED YOUTH BREEDER OF THE YEAR! IT IS ALWAYS FUN TO SEE WHO
THE WINNERS ARE,  BUT IT 'S SPECTACULAR WHEN A WINNER IS YOUR OWN CHILD.  I 'D

LIKE TO WELCOME HUGH BOLTON, ERIC BRENNAN AND LEANNA HERZOG, OUR NEW
DIRECTORS, TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. I 'M EXCITED TO HEAR FRESH IDEAS AND

WORK WITH EACH OF YOU THROUGHOUT THE NEXT TWO YEARS. THIS IS BREED
NATIONALS SEASON. CONGRATS TO THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE ALREADY ATTENDED

AND PLACED, AND BEST OF LUCK TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE ABOUT TO GO! IT 'S
ALWAYS GREAT TO SEE HOW OUR FRIENDS HAVE DONE. DON'T FORGET TO SEND

PICTURES AND PLACINGS TO KENDALL FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER! AS CRAZY AS IT
SOUNDS, IT 'S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT, AND PLANNING FOR, CONVENTION.

WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?? I  HOPE YOU ALL HAVE BEAUTIFUL BABIES IN YOUR NEST
BOXES AND JUNIORS (AND INTERMEDIATES FOR YOU SIX-CLASS BREEDERS)

GROWING UP TO BE CONTENDERS SOON. SEEMS LIKE IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE WE
KNOW IT!  FINALLY,  A BRIEF REMINDER TO SAY HI IF  YOU SEE ME AT A SHOW. IF I 'M

NOT IN THE OFFICE OR REGISTERING RABBITS,  PLEASE STOP BY AND SAY HELLO. I 'D
LOVE TO GET TO KNOW THOSE OF YOU THAT I  DON'T KNOW WELL YET AND VISIT

WITH THOSE OF YOU WHOSE FRIENDSHIPS I  HAVE BEEN GRACED WITH. IF  YOU HAVE
AN ISSUE OR QUESTIONS, I  WILL DO MY BEST TO HELP YOU, AND IF YOU HAVE

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOW THE BOARD CAN CONTINUE WORKING TO IMPROVE OUR
WONDERFUL CLUB, PLEASE LET ME KNOW. SEE YOU SOON! AMBER
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Treasurer- Gay Sparks
HELLO TO ALL,  WE HAD A GREAT STATE SHOW WITH LOTS OF NEW EXHIBITORS. WE

NEED TO CONTINUE TO GROW OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KEEP OUR CLUB HEALTHY.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS AND WE HOPE YOU HAD A WONDERFUL TIME.
THIS SHOW IS OUR STATE CONVENTION AND SHOULD HAVE A SPECIAL FEEL.  WE USED

TO HAVE A COOP SHOW THAT LASTED OVER 3 DAYS BUT DUE TO RISING COSTS OF
SETUP AND TEAR DOWN WE MOVED TO A CARRYING CAGE SHOW. WE ARE FACING

RISING RENTAL COSTS AGAIN AND ARE EXPLORING WAYS TO CONTINUE TO MAKE THIS
A GREAT SHOW FOR EVERYONE. IF  YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SEND

THEM TO THE BOARD. WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO WAYS TO IMPROVE. I  DIDN'T ATTEND
THE BANQUET THIS YEAR BUT I  DID HEAR THAT THE SWEEPSTAKES AWARDS WERE A

HUGE HIT.  THOSE WERE THE BRAINCHILD OF GRIFF HARRIS.  HE PITCHED THEM TO ME
AND I  FELL IN LOVE WITH THEM. GRIFF AND SEW ALL THAT MAKE SURE THAT THEY OFFER

US A QUALITY PRODUCT FOR A REASONABLE PRICE.  PLEASE CONSIDER HIM FOR YOUR
NEXT AWARDS. WE SHOULD SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS BEFORE WE SEEK AWARDS FROM

OUT OF STATE.  HE HAS A GREAT SELECTION AND WILL WORK WITH YOU. THERE ARE NO
FINANCIAL REPORTS IN THIS ISSUE.  THE TRBA LAPTOP HAS DECIDED TO LEAVE US AND

ENTER THE REFUSE BIN.  I  AM IN THE PROCESS OF PURCHASING A NEW ONE AND
GETTING ALL THE PROGRAMS TRANSFERRED. I  AM DUE TO HAVE EYE SURGERY THIS

MONTH TO ADDRESS AN ISSUE THAT HAS BEEN BOTHERING ME FOR OVER 18 MONTHS.
HOPEFULLY THIS WILL ALLEVIATE ALL THE PROBLEMS I 'VE BEEN HAVING. SUMMER IS

UPON AND WITH IT COMES THE WONDERFUL TEXAS HEAT. WE ALL HEAR THE HORROR
STORIES OF BREEDERS LOSING ANIMALS DUE TO EQUIPMENT FAILURE.  IF  YOU HAVE A

CLIMATE CONTROL BARN, PLEASE CHECK ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL OUTLETS; CLEAN YOUR
COILS,  FILTERS AND FANS. HAIR BUILDUP IS ONE OF THE MAIN CAUSES OF

OVERHEATING OF EQUIPMENT. HAVE A BACKUP PLAN IF YOU ARE IN AN AREA THAT IS
SUSCEPTIBLE IS RELINE BLACK OUTS. THESE CAN BE DEVASTATING AS SOME EQUIPMENT
DOESNT RESTART AFTER POWER HERE'S HOPING EVERYONE HAS A WONDERFUL SUMMER
AND IS BUSY BREEDING FOR SPRING SHOWS. CHECK OUT THE TRBA WEBSITE TO SEE A

LIST OF UPCOMING SHOWS. PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL CLUBS AND MEMBERS.
REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE AN EXTENSION OF THE CLUB WHEN NEW MEMBERS ARE
SEEKING INFORMATION. REPRESENT OUR STATE WELL WHEN INTRODUCING NEW

BREEDERS TO OUR HOBBY. PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE THAT HAVE LOST LOVED ONES AND
FOR OUR TROOPS WHO KEEP US SAFE.  SEE YA,  GAY



HI YALL,  WELL ANOTHER STATE SHOW HAS COME AND GONE AND IT WAS
ANOTHER GREAT SHOW. WE HAVE TO GIVE THANKS TO A DIVERSE GROUP OF

FOLKS THAT MAKE IT HAPPEN. THERE ARE THE YOUTH EVENTS, WHAT DO I  SAY? I
AM NOT SURE WHAT ALL IT TAKES TO MAKE THOSE HAPPEN BUT IT IS GREAT TO

SEE ALL THE YOUNG RABBIT KIDS PARTICIPATING AND LEARNING ABOUT ALL THE
BREEDS AND SUCH. YOUR EFFORTS IN CREATING EVENTS FOR THE YOUTH ARE
MOLDING OUR HOBBY AND ITS FUTURE.  AND TO ALL THOSE WHO WORK IN THE

DARK GALLOWS TO MAKE THAT SHOW A SUCCESS, RUNNING THE SHOW
PROGRAMS AND DOING ALL THE PAPERWORK AND THE THINGS LIKE SANCTIONS
AND AWARDS, GATHERING AND SECURING JUDGES AND MOTELS AND FLIGHTS,

ETC.. .LONG BEFORE THE SHOW EVER HAPPENS. THAT TAKES SPECIAL SMART
PEOPLE.  POSSIBLY A BIT CRAZY. NECESSARY FOLKS. THERE ARE MUSCLES THAT DO
THE SET-UP AND TAKE DOWN AND ALL THE HEAVY LIFTING AND MAINTAIN ALL OF

THE EQUIPMENT AND FOLKS RUNNING THE RAFFLES,  THE HISTORIAN. AND THE
TABLE TENDERS WITH PENS, FOLDERS AND A MICROPHONE WITH A VERY LOUD

SPEAKER KEEPING THE SHOW RUNNING SMOOTHLY AND EFFICIENTLY.  MY POINT
IS, . .  IT IS A VERY COOL THING TO SEE THE MAGIC THAT IS CREATED BY THE

COMING TOGETHER OF A LOT OF VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE TO MAKE OUR SHOW A
SUCCESS EVERY YEAR AND YOUR EFFORTS ARE VERY APPRECIATED AND DO NOT
GO UNNOTICED. WHATEVER CAPACITY YOU DO TO HELP IS VERY ESSENTIAL AND

MAKES EVERYONE'S EXPERIENCE SPECIAL BECAUSE OF YOUR INVOLVEMENT.
THANK YOU TO ALL.  I  WOULD ALSO LIKE TO GIVE A SHOUT OUT TO THE PETRUS
GANG FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO MAKING THE TRBA STATE SHOW SPECIAL

WITH THEIR CONSISTENCY AND PARTICIPATION AT OUR SHOW FOR A VERY LONG
TIME. MESI ANPIL.  THE TRBA STATE SHOW IS SPECIAL AND HAS A RICH HISTORY
OF BEING ONE THE MOST IMPORTANT SHOWS OF THE YEAR TO ATTEND FOR THE
SERIOUS RABBIT BREEDER NOT JUST IN TEXAS BUT ALSO IN OUR SURROUNDING

STATES.  IT CAN ONLY STAY THIS WAY WITH ALL OF YOUR PARTICIPATION NO
MATTER AT WHAT CAPACITY YOU HOLD. I  KNOW I  AM LOOKING FORWARD TO

SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN AND MY NEXT GENERATION OF YOUNG'UNS FOR MY
CHANCE WIN NEXT YEAR. KEEP EM COOL THIS SUMMER DIRECTOR, ERIC BRENNAN,

AKA EB
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Director- Eric Breanna - “EB”- Welcome!
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Director- Amy Mersiovsky
MERSIOVSKY-APRIL TRBA ARTICLE 

HELLO EVERYONE, WHAT A GREAT STATE SHOW WE HAD. THANKS TO
EVERYONE WHO HELPED ME GET ALL OF THE JUDGES TO AND FROM THE

AIRPORT. IT IS ALWAYS AN ADVENTURE TRYING TO GET THAT MANY JUDGE'S
TRANSPORTATION BOOKED, MANAGING FLIGHT CHANGES, AND TO AND FROM
THE AIRPORT. IT WAS A GREAT HONOR BEING NAMED THE TRBA BREEDER OF
THE YEAR. AS I  SAID AT THE BANQUET,  I  MARRIED INTO THE TRBA. OVER THE

LAST 23 YEARS, OUR TRBA FAMILY HAS GROWN AND CHANGED. 1  HAVE LOVED
WORKING TO MAKE OUR ORGANIZATION GROW AND THE EXPERIENCE FOR

OUR EXHIBITORS BETTER. SINCE THE STATE SHOW IS COMPLETED, WE ARE ALL
WORKING ON NATIONAL SHOWS. I  KNOW THAT PEOPLE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE
SO MANY OF THE SHOWS SO CLOSE.  WITH THIS THEME, I  AM HEARING A FEW

PEOPLE WISHING FOR A CONVENTION TO BE HELD. I  SUGGEST THAT YOU HELP
PLAN, SET-UP, AND ADMINISTER A NATIONAL SHOW. THINGS YOU WOULD
NEVER IMAGINE COULD HAPPEN WILL.  I  KNOW THAT SEVERAL ALL-BREED
SHOWS ARE BEING PLANNED IN MAY AND JUNE. PLEASE SUPPORT THESE

CLUBS. IN ADDITION, PLEASE BE PLANNING TO ATTEND THE TRBA'S CAJUN
AND COWBOYS SHOW IN AUGUST. THIS SHOW WILL BE HELD IN EAST TEXAS.

THIS SHOW AND THE DECEMBER SHOW HELP WITH THE EXPENSES FOR THE
STATE SHOW. SUMMER IS NEARLY HERE.  PLEASE BE PLANNING A BACK UP FOR

YOUR BACK UP PLAN TO KEEP YOUR ANIMALS SAFE AND COOL. 
AMY
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Director- Hugh Bolton- Welcome!
HELLO TRBA MEMBERS,

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THOSE WHOSE RABBITS WON AT THE TRBA STATE
SHOW. CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YOUTH THAT EARNED A SPOT ON ONE OF THE

TEAMS THAT WILL REPRESENT THE GREAT STATE OF TEXAS AT THE 101ST CONVENTION
LATER THIS YEAR. JOB WELL DONE. FINALLY,  A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

ROYALTY AND TO AMY MERSIOVSKY AND KRYSTAL TONDRE FOR THEIR BREEDER OF
THE YEAR AWARDS!

I  AM EXCITED ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOU AND THIS HOBBY OF RAISING
AND SHOWING RABBITS IN TEXAS. I  LOOK FORWARD TO REPRESENTING YOU ON THE
TRBA BOARD. IF THERE IS ANYTHING I  CAN DO TO HELP YOU, PLEASE LET ME KNOW
AND I  WILL DO MY BEST TO SUPPORT YOU. SPEAKING OF SUPPORT, DID YOU KNOW

ONE OF THE QUICKEST AND EASIEST WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR TRBA IS TO VOLUNTEER
TO WRITE FOR A JUDGE? IT IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER
BREEDS OF RABBITS.  YOUTH THAT WANT TO INCREASE THEIR KNOWLEDGE FOR

COMPETITIONS OR EXPLORING OTHER BREEDS TO RAISE THIS IS A PERFECT
OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AND SUMMER IS ON ITS WAY. SUMMER IS THE TIME WHEN THE
DAYS GET HOT, AND THE NIGHTS ARE WELL NOT AS HOT. BE SURE YOU AND YOUR

RABBITS ARE PREPARED ACCORDINGLY!
AGAIN THIS IS AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY AND I  LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU

ON OUR TRBA BOARD.

Director- Beth Mangbberger-Hughes
DIRECTOR ARTICLE…. .  HOORAY! THIS HAS BEEN A GREAT SPRING. THE WEATHER HAS
BEEN MILD FOR THE MOST PART AND GREAT THINGS HAVE HAPPENED IN TEXAS. TWO

OF THEM ARE VERY DEAR TO MY HEART. THE TRBA STATE SHOW THE WEEKEND BEFORE
EASTER WAS SO MUCH FUN. THE BREEDS WERE REPRESENTED WELL AND THE SHOW

PROCEEDED VERY SMOOTHLY.  THIS COULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT THE
DILIGENT WORK OF THE SHOW COMMITTEE AND THEY DESERVE OUR THANKS. I

ATTENDED THE NEW ZEALAND NATIONALS IN APRIL WHICH WAS ALSO HELD IN BELTON,
TEXAS. IT’S A GREAT THING WHEN BREEDS CAN COLLABORATE TO BRING SUCH A

WONDERFUL EVENT TO OUR GREAT STATE.  I  ENJOYED VISITING WITH BREEDERS AND
FRIENDS FROM OTHER STATES AND I ’M SO THANKFUL THEY MADE THE TRIP TO

COMPETE IN TEXAS. I  HOPE WE CAN REMEMBER THAT AND TRAVEL OUT OF STATE TO
NATIONALS AND CONVENTION IN THE COMING YEARS. MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 2024 ARBA CONVENTION IN LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY THIS FALL.
SEE YOU THERE!
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Director- Leanna Herzog - Welcome!
I  WANT TO TAKE THIS TIME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF SINCE BEING APPOINTED AS A

DIRECTOR FOR TRBA. MY NAME IS LEANNA HERZOG. I  WAS FIRST INTRODUCED TO THE
IDEA OF SHOWING RABBITS BY MY SON WYATT HERZOG WHEN HE WAS 9 YEARS OLD. HE
CAME HOME FROM A 4-H MEETING AND ANNOUNCED HE WANTED TO SHOW RABBITS.  I

DIDN'T EVEN KNOW THAT WAS A THING! 

HE DID RESEARCH AND THEN ASKED ME TO TAKE HIM TO A MEETING TO LEARN ABOUT
CARING FOR AND SHOWING RABBITS.  HE FELL IN LOVE WITH RABBITS AND THE

CRAZINESS BEGAN. HE SHOWED REX AND DUTCH AMONG A COUPLE OF OTHER BREEDS,
BUT NOW HAS MOVED ON TO THE CAVY WORLD. 

HE IS NOW 16 YEARS OLD AND CONTINUES TO SHOW. I  DO NOT SHOW, BUT I  AM AT ALL
OF THE SHOWS TO SUPPORT HIM AND TO HELP OUT BEHIND THE TABLES.  I  ABSOLUTELY

LOVE THIS RABBIT/CAVY WORLD THAT WE HAVE JOINED. IT TRULY IS A FAMILY WITH
FRIENDLY COMPETITION. I  LOVE THE TIME THAT I  GET TO SPEND WITH WYATT DOING

WHAT HE LOVES.

IN 2021,  WYATT WAS DIAGNOSED WITH IDIOPATHIC JUVENILE ARTHRITIS AND SEVERAL
OTHER HEALTH ISSUES. OUR RABBIT AND CAVY FRIENDS HAVE HELPED US SO MUCH

THROUGH HIS MEDICAL JOURNEY. IT IS UNBELIEVABLE THAT THE PEOPLE WE HAVE MET
THROUGH THIS HOBBY HAVE HELPED US ON THE MEDICAL FRONT. SO MANY OF OUR
RABBIT AND CAVY FRIENDS WORK IN THE MEDICAL FIELD IN THIER JOBS, DOCTORS,

NURSES,  ECHO/SONOGRAM TECHS. IT IS SO NICE BEING ABLE TO TALK TO FRIENDS AND
GET THEIR PROFESSIONAL OPINIONS. WE NEVER WOULD HAVE HAD THIS SUPPORT IF IT

WASN’T FOR THE TRBA. IT’S MORE THAN JUST RABBITS OR CAVIES! 
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Congratulations Amy Mersiovsky
and Krystal Tondre!



SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS
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2023
Amy Mersiovsky
Krystal Tondre



Texas Rabbit Breeders Association 
Membership Application 
Mail to: 

Amber Tondre, TRBA Secretary 
P.O. Box 904, 

LaCoste, TX 78039 
Phone: 210-215-0855 Email: texasrba@yahoo.com 

Recommended by: 

Home Phone (include area code) Cell # 

Name: Spouse: 

Additional Name: Youth Date of Birth:

Additional Name: Youth Date of Birth:

Additional Name: Youth Date of Birth:

Additional Name: Youth Date of Birth: 

(List all names applying for membership, and actual birth date if under 19 years of age.) 

Address: 

City: St Zip 

(Email addresses are very important to us and will never be given/sold to others!) 

$10.00 onetime fee for Rabbitry or Caviary Registration Name: 

Per ARBA Rules, all out of state applicants MUST be a member of a TRBA local club. 

If out of state, name of TX Club 

Mark appropriate Membership Below: Is this a New or Renewal 

Adult - $13.00 per year 

Youth - $13.00 per year. Youth (under 19) must include “Date ofBirth” 

Husband/Wife-$25.00 year 

Family - 2 Adults + 1 Youth - $28/yr, add $3 year for each additional youth at same address. 

Combo–2 People Same Address-$25/yr, add $3/yr for each additional youth at same address. 

I hereby make application for membership in the Texas RBA and agree to abide by its Constitution and By-Laws.

I have enclosed membership fee as checked above. 

_ 

Only current TRBA Members may participate in membership contest. 

Thank You for joining the Texas Rabbit Breeders Assn., Inc. 

Sorry we cannot accept credit cards or PayPal at this time. We accept cash, money order or check. 

List names of all applicants; if applying for youth membership, be sure to include date of birth. 

NEW MEMBERS Please provide proof of legal Texas residency on a separate page. Thank you. 

Revised 


